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tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH: MAY THE GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY
OF CHRIST RISEN IN GLORY BE WITH YOU ALL

* % %

Dearest brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

Having arrived at Holy Pascha and becoming partakers of the joy of the
Resurrection, we praise the Lord of glory, who trampled down death by death and
resurrected with Him the entire race of Adam, opening for us all the gates of paradise.

The splendid Resurrection of Christ is the confirmation that what prevails in the
life of the world is not death, but the Savior who abolished the dominion of death.
Formerly known to us as the Word without flesh and subsequently as the Word who
assumed flesh for us on account of love for humankind, who died as man and was risen
with might as God, He is the Savior who will come again in glory to fulfil the Divine
Economy.

The mystery and experience of the Resurrection constitutes the core of the
ecclesiastical life. The radiant worship, the sacred mysteries, the life of prayer, fasting
and ascesis, pastoral ministry and good witness in the world — all of these emanate the
fragrance of Paschal joy. The life of the faithful in the Church is a daily Pascha, “a joy

s

from above,” “the joy of salvation,” as well as the “salvation as joy.”?

This is why the services of Holy and Great Week are not gloomy but filled with
the victorious power of the Resurrection. There, we discover that the Cross does not
have the last word in the plan for the salvation of humankind and the world. This is
toreshadowed already on the Saturday of Lazarus. The raising from the dead of Christ’s
intimate friend is a prefigurement of the “common resurrection.” The hymn “Today is
hung upon the wood [of the Cross]” comes to a climax in the invocation “Show us, too,
your glorious Resurrection.” Before the Epitaphios, we chant “I magnify your Passion, I

praise your burial, together with your Resurrection.” And during the Paschal service,
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we resoundingly declare the true meaning of the Cross: “For behold, through the Cross,
joy has come into the whole world.”

The “chosen and holy day” of Pascha is the dawn of the “eighth day,” the first-
fruit of the “new creation.” The experience of our own resurrection, the great “miracle
of my salvation.”? It is the lived affirmation that the Lord suffered and was led to death
for our sake and that He rose from the dead for us “foreshadowing for us the
resurrection for boundless ages.”> Throughout the Paschal period, we hymn with
unparalleled poetry the anthropological meaning of the resplendent Resurrection of
Christ, the Passover of humankind from slavery to genuine freedom, “the progression
and ascension from below to the above and to the promised land.”* This salvific
renewal in Christ is realized in the Church as a dynamic extension of the Eucharistic
ethos in the world, as “speaking the truth in love,” as synergy with God for the
transfiguration of the world, so that the world may be rendered an image of the fullness
of the final revelation of the divine love in the Kingdom of the last times. Living in the
risen Lord means proclaiming the Gospel “to the ends of the earth,” in the manner of
the Apostles; it is the witness in practice of the grace that has appeared and the
expectation of the “new creation,” where “death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning nor crying nor pain any more.” (Rev. 21.4)

Faith in the Resurrection of Christ and in our own co-resurrection does not deny
the painful presence of death, pain and the cross in the life of the world. We do not
suppress the harsh reality or secure for ourselves, through faith, a psychological
assurance before death. However, we know that the present life is not life in its entirety,
that here we are “sojourners,” that we belong to Christ and that we are journeying to
His eternal Kingdom. The presence of pain and death, no matter how tangible these
may be, does not constitute the ultimate reality. That lies in the definitive abolition of
death. In the Kingdom of God there is neither pain nor death, but never-ending life.
“Before your precious Cross,” we chant, “death is terrifying for human beings; but after
your glorious Passion, humankind is terrifying for death.”> Faith in Christ grants us
power, perseverance and patience to endure trials. Christ is the one who “heals us from
every illness and delivers us from death.” He is the one who has suffered for us and has
revealed to us that God is “always for us” and that God’s love for us belongs
intrinsically to God’s truth. This hopeful voice of divine love is echoed in Christ’s words
to the paralytic “take courage, my child” (Matt. 9.2) and to the woman with the issue of
blood “take courage, daughter” (Matt. 9.22), in His words “take courage; I have

2 Gregory the Theologian, On the Holy Pascha, PG 36.664.
3 Gregory Palamas, On the Holy Ascension, PG 151.277.

4 Gregory the Theologian, op. cit., 636.

5 Doxastikon of the Vespers of September 27.



overcome the world” (John 16.33) before the Passion, and to the imprisoned Apostle of
the Gentiles, threatened by death, “take courage, Paul” (Acts 23.11).

The present pandemic of the novel coronavirus has demonstrated how fragile we
are as human beings, how easily we are dominated by fear and despondency, how frail
our knowledge and self-confidence appear, how antiquated the notion is that death
comprises an event at the end of life and that forgetting or suppressing death is the
proper way of dealing with it. Limit situations prove that we are incapable of handling
our existence resolutely, when we believe that death is an invincible reality and
insurmountable boundary. It is difficult to remain human without the hope of eternity.
This hope lives in the hearts of all doctors, nurses, volunteers, donors and all those
generously supporting their suffering brothers and sisters in a spirit of sacrifice,
offering and love. In this indescribable crisis, they radiate resurrection and hope. They
are the “Good Samaritans” that, at the risk of their own lives, pour oil and wine on
wounds; they are the modern-day “Cyrenaeans” on the Golgotha of those lying in
illness.

With these thoughts, most honorable Hierarchs and dearest children in the Lord,
we glorify the name of the Risen Lord which is above all names, the source of life from
His own light, who illumines the universe with the light of the Resurrection. And we
pray to Him, the physician of our souls and bodies, who grants life and resurrection,
that in His ineffable loving-kindness He may condescend to the human race, in order to
grant us the precious gift of health and direct our steps on the straight ways, to
vouchsafe the divine gift of our freedom in the world, foreshadowing its perfection in
the heavenly Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Christ is Risen!
At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2020
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Your fervent supplicant to the Risen Lord

To be read after the Holy Gospel during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Holy Pascha.



ITATPIAPXIKH AITOAEIEIX
EIII TQu ATTOLTTAYXA

ApOu. ITowr. 270

tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQLOEOY APXIEITIZKOITIOX
KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY. - NEAY. POMHY
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHZ
ITANTI TQUITAHPOMATI THYX. EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
ITAPA TOY ENAOZQY. ANAXTANTOX XPIZTOY

* % %

[Tooopiréotatol adeAgot Tepapxat kat tékva év Kvpiw dyannta,

POdoavteg 0 Ayiov Ildoxa katl yivopevol kowvwvol e xaeag e Avaotd-
Oews, VUVOLUEV TOV Ttatioavta Bavatw tov Oavatov Kovgplov thg d6Eng, tov ovva-
vaotoavta Hed’ éavtob mayyevn tov AdA katl avolEéavta maoty Nty mapadeioov
TAG TMOARG.

H Aapmpopopoc "Eyepoic tov Xpotov eivat 1] dixePalwols 0Tt kuplayxog eig
Vv Cwnv ToL kOoHoL dév elvatl 0 Odvatog, AAAQ O KaTaEYNOoAg TO KQATOS TOL
Bavdtov Lwt)o, 0 YVWELLOHEVOS TO TEOTEQOV WS doagkog Adyog, DoteQov dé we O
OU Muag, plavipwmiag évekev, oeoapkwHévosg, vekowOeilc d¢é wg avOpwmog kal
avaotag kat éEovolav we Oedg, ws O maAy Epxopevog peta 00ENg meog AN ewaoty
¢ Ocelag Otkovopiag.

Té pvompeov kat 10 Plopa TS AVAOTACEWS ATOTEAEL TOV TLENVA TNG
éxkAnowaotikng Cone. ‘H 6Adpwtoc Aatpela, td legd pvotrow, 1) Cwry TS TEOO-
EVXNG, 1] VNOTElX Kal 1] AOKNOLS, 1] TOHAVTIKT] dlakovia kal 1] kaAr] paotupia év @
KOOUW, OAa avadidovv 10 apwpa g IaoxaAlov evgpoovvne. ‘H Cwr) tov miotwv
év ExxAnola eivar kaOnueowov Tldoxa, eivatr «avwBev xapd», 1) «Xapd Tng
owTNELAG», AAAG Kal «1) cwTNEia WS XaQA»!.

Obtw, at dkoAovBiat ¢ Ayiag kal MeyaAnc ERdouadog dév eivatl kataOAL-
KAl AAAG TAT)QELS TN VKN TNELOL duvapews TG Avaotdoews. Eig avtds amoka-
AVTTeTaL 0Tt 0 Ltavdg dév €xel TOV TeAevTalov AGYoV €ig TO OX£€DL0V TG owTneiag
TOL AvOQWTOL KAl TOL KOOHOL. AUTO mEoavayyéAAetal 1NoN katd 10 LaBpatov Tov
Aalaoov. H &k vexpwv €yepots tov émotn0iov @idov oL XQLoTou eival mEOTUMWOLS
TG «KOWING AVAOTATEWG». TO «XNueQov kpepatal emt EOAovL» koguEoOLTAL HéE TV
ETKANOWY «Agl&ov MUV kal v €vdoEov Lov Avaotaotv». Evwniov tov Enttagiov
PaAdopev 10 «MeyaAvvo ta IT1abn oov, dpuvoroyw kai v Tagrv Lov, obvv
Avaotaocewr. Kai, yeyovuvia 1t @wvn, Odwxknovooopev eic v IlaoxaAov
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arxoAovBiav t0 dAn0ég vonua tov Ltavov: «Idov ydo 1AOe duk ToL LtavQov Xk
€V OAw T KOOHUW».

H «xAntr) kal ayia fpéoa» tov Idoxa etvat 1] avatoAn g «oydong Nuéeac»,
1 AmaEXr TNG «KAWNG KTioews», 1 Plwols TG WIKNG HAS AVAOTATEWS, TO Héya
«Bavpa g éunc owtnolac»?. Eivat 1] Buwpatikn Pepatotng 6t 6 Koplog énabe katl
NxoOn eigc Oavatov dU' Nuag kal avéortn O MUAS «TTOOOIKOVOUWV TULV TV Elg
ameipovg alwvag avaotaowv»®. Kad' 6Anv mv IaoxaAwov megiodov DpvoAoyettat
HE amaQduAAov  momTkoOTNTA T AvOpowmoAoywdév vonua Tne AaUTEOEOQov
Avaotdoews Tov XQLOTOU, 1) ddPacis tov avOewmov ATO TN dovAeilag eig TV
aAnOn €AevBeplav, «) €k TV KATw TEOS TA Avw Kal v ynv g EémayyeAiag
TEO0DOG Kal AvaPacic»t. Avtr) 1 owTnEwddng év Xolote dvakalviolg évegyeltat év
) ExkAnoia wg duvapwkr) mpoéktaotc tov ffovg g Evxapotiag év 1¢ k0ouw, wg
«aAnOevewv év ayamn», wg oLVEQYELX UETA TOL g0l did TV HETAUOQPWOLY TOD
KOOUOU, dl& VA KATAOTI) 0UTOG €KWV TNG MANEOTNTOS TNG TEAIKNG €mipaveiag tng
Oclac ayamng év 1) Baoleia twv Eoxdtwv. Znv &v Xo0t@ Avaotavtt onuaivet
eEayyéAdewy 10 BEVayyéAlov «Ewg €oxatov g yng», katd To VMOdELyHA TV
AmootoAwy, elvatr €umoaktog paQtuEia TeQl g €ABovong xdoltoc kal g
TEOODOKIAG TG «KALVNG KTIOEWS», OTIOL «O Bdvatog ovk éotat €tt, ovte TévOog ovte
KQAUYN 0UTE TOVOG OVK £0TaL €TS.

‘H miotic el v Avaotaotv tov XQLoTov Kal €ig TV KNV HAg ouvava-
otaowy dév dpveltat ™V €mwduvov Tapovoilav ToL BavAaTtov, ToL TOVOL KAl TOv
OTAVEOV €ig TV CwnV TOL KOOHOL. Aév ATtwOOUHEV TNV OKATOAV TIOAYUATIKOTITA,
oUte EEao@alifopev elg TOV EauTOV Hag, O TG MioTews, PuXoAoYIKNV KAALYPLY
amévavtt eig Tov Bavatov. I'vwollopev 6pwe OtL 6 mapwv Biog dév etvat 0AOKANQOG
N Cwn), 0Tt €d elpeOa «OdlTAL:” OTL AviiKOpLEV €lg TOV XQLoToVv kal 6t mogevdpeda
TEOG TNV aiwviov Avtov Baokeiav. ‘H magovoia tov mévov kat tov Oavdatov, 6oov
anty kal av etvat, dév AMOTEAEl TV EOXATNV TOAYHATIKOTTA. AVT] elval 1)
OQLOTIKT] KaTAQYNOLS ToL Oavatov. Eig v Baoideiav tov Oeov dév DTtdoxet ovVog
kal Oavatog, aAAd ateAgvttog Cwn). «I1pd tov Twilov Zravpov Xov», PaAAouev,
«pofeQog 6 Bavatog Toig avOpwmolg” peta T6 Evdoov mabog, eofepds 6 avOowmog
10 Oavatw»®. ‘H nlotig eig Xototov didet dvvapwy, kaptepiav kat VTTOHOVNV d& VA&
AVTEXWHEV TAS doklpaoiac. O Xootog eival «0 maoav vooov lwHeVog Kal €k ToD
Bavdtov Avtgovpevog». Etvat 6 maBwv dL’ nuag, 6 anokaAvag toig avOowmolg ot
0 Oedg eivat 6 «ael VTEQ UWV», OTL eig TV AANOetarv Tov B0 AVIKEL OVTLWOWE 1)
e avOowria Tov. AVt 1) evktala @wvr) ¢ Oelag ayamne avinxel €ic 10 «0dpoel,
TEKVOV» TOL XQLOTOU TEOG TOV MAQAALTIKOV Kal 10 «Bdpoel, Ovyate»” mEOg TV
atpogpoovoay, eig 16 «Bapoeite, £yw veviknKka TOV KOOHOV»8 ed Tov [Tabovg kal eig
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10 «Odpoel, TTavAe»? mEOg OV €v @uAaxT katl ameldr) Bavatov AmOoToAov TV
EOvov.

‘H oofovoa mavdnuia Tov véou kopwvoiov amédelée mooov eDOPAOTOG eivat O
avOewTog, MOoOV eVKOAWS TOV KLQLEVEL O POPOS Kal 1] ATOYVWOLS, TOoOV adVvaoL
ATOdEKVVOVTAL al YVWOELS Kadl 1] avtomenolOnoic tov, mdéoov éwAog elvat 1) amoig
Ot 6 Oavatog dmoteAel €v yeyovog eic t0 TtéAog Tng Cwng kal OtL 1] ANON 1) 1)
amOnoig tov Bavatov etvat 1) 0001 AVTIHETWTIOWG TOov. Al OQLAKAL KATAOTATELS
amodetkvvovv Ott 6 avOpwmog eival dvikavog va dwaxewpwodn obevapws v
vrtapétv tov, 6tav motevn Ot 0 OAvatog elval 1) AVIKNTOG TEAYHATIKOTNG Kol TO
avumépPAnTov Ootov. Eivar dVokoAov va magapeivopev avOowmivol avev Trhg
EATIIOOG NG alwvioTnTog. AvTr 1) EATS (N €l TV KaEdiav OAwV TV ATV, TWV
voonAevtwyv, twv E0edoviwv, TV dwonTwv Kal OAwV TWV YEVVALOPQOVWS
OVUTIAQLOTAUEVWY  €IG TOUG Tmaoxovtag adeA@ovg, Hé OuoloTikov TVELUQ,
AVTOTEOOPORAV Kal ayamnv. Méoa eig v avelmwrtov kplowv, avtol evwdklovv
avaotaowv kal EATda. Etvat ot «KaAol Zapaeitar, ot émixéovteg, pé kivouvov tng
Cwng twv, EéAaov kal otvov Emt tde mMANYAg, elvat ot ovyxoovol «Kvpnvaiow eig tov
T'oAyoOav twv év acOevelals kKatakelEVwV.

Mé¢ avtdc tac oképels, TuwTaTor adeAgol kal mpoopUléotata Tékva &v
Kvpiw, dofalopev 16 vmép mav dvoua tov Avaotavtog Kvplov, tov mryalovtog
Comv €€ oixkelov pwTog Kal eadELVOVTOS T PWTL TNG AVAOTACEWS Td OCUUTIAVTA,
deodpevol AVTOD, TOU LATEOL TV PuXWV Kal TWV CWUATWY, TOL TaQéXovTog Cawnyv kal
avaotaotv, OTwg ovykataBalvwy, €v T aedtw AVTov @UavOewTia, T@ YéveL TWV
avOownwyv, xapllntat Nuiv 16 moAvTHoV dwov TG Vyelag kal katevOvvy ta
diafrjpata U@V elg 0dovg evBeiag, dd va kataluwOn 11 Oeodwentog éAevOepla
NHOV €V T KOOHW, TEOTLTIOVOA TNV TeAeiwOLV avTNG év 1) émovgaview Baoela Tov
ITatodg kal oL Yiov kal tov Ayiov ITvevpatoc.

Xototog Aveo)!
davaoplov, Ayov Iaoxa ,pr’
1t O KwvotavtivovntdAewg
dLamvEOog TMEOS XOLoToV Avaotavta
EVXETNG TTAVTWV DH@V.

AvayvwoOntw én’ ékkAnoiag kata v Oelav Aettovgylav g €00tn¢ tov Ayiov ITdoxa,
peta 16 Tepov EvayyéAlov.
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