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Statement Concerning Agia Sophia
July 10, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

In what can only be described as an act of hatred, distain, and malice towards the
Orthodox faith, Byzantine culture, and Hellenic heritage, the government and courts of
Turkey have given permission for the venerable and holy Church of Agia Sophia in
Constantinople to be turned into a mosque. This vile and despicable decision not only
offends Orthodox Christians, but all Christians throughout the world as the Turkish
government seeks to eradicate Christianity.

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey strongly and unequivocally
condemns this action, prompted and promoted by Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. The inherent injustice that we have witnessed today is one felt across the globe
by all people who treasure justice, peace, and cooperation. It is yet another action in
Turkey’s long history of systematic religious and cultural genocide which stretches back
centuries and has become increasingly more radical these past decades. Just over a
century ago, Turkey murdered millions of Christians in an effort to exterminate the
Christian presence within its borders. In the past century, Turkey initiated several
pogroms aimed at Greeks and other Christian groups which killed countless innocent
people and drove millions to flee from their native homeland. Just over fifty years ago,
Turkey initiated a ruthless war against Cyprus which has culminated in its illegal
occupation. Above all, for centuries Turkey has persecuted and deprived the religious
freedom of our most Holy Mother Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
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Constantinople. Now, Turkey seeks to desecrate the most sacred Church of Agia Sophia
by converting it into something it was never intended to be. These malevolent actions,
which have wrought division, war, genocide and religious oppression must end!

It has become abundantly clear and obvious that the government of Turkey does
not want to cooperate or act in a civilized manner. The Turkish government will continue
its unwarranted and wicked subjugation of its own Christian citizens and it will not stop
until it has annihilated every Christian person, converted every Christian church, and
rewritten history so as to eliminate any reference to the native population which graced
that region and which gave birth to the City of Cities, Constantinople.

Therefore, it is our responsibility to call on the international community to take
action against the continuous evils emanating from Turkey. It is our duty to defend our
Mother Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, and to ensure that
Christians may freely worship without fear of violence. We must raise our voices and
declare that we will not be silenced, we will not capitulate to tyranny, and we will not
lose faith in our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ who is the Judge of all. Therefore, I
strongly encourage each and every one of you to write to your local, state, and federal
political representatives expressing to them the continued injustices perpetrated by the
Turkish government and urging them to condemn these actions and to intervene so that
justice may prevail.

It is my sincerest hope that you will fervently pray for our beloved Agia Sophia to
once again serve as an Orthodox Christian Church in the future. Keep our beloved
Mother Church in your prayers and remain faithful that, even in the bleakness of the
current situation, God is with us. Praying that the Theotokos, the Protectress of the Queen
City of Constantinople, blesses and is with you always, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+EVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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10 TovAiov 2020
ANAwon megt tnNg Ayiag Logiag

IToog oV evAaBéotartov Tepov KAnpov,

Tovc Evtipotdatovg Apxovtag tov Otkovpevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

Tovg ITpoédooug kat tad MEéAN twv ExkAnowxotikwv ZvupovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kal dwaockouévouvg twv Katnxntikwv kat EAAnvikwv ZxoAeiwv, Tdg
Opyavwoeig e NeoAatag kat amav 16 XoLotemavupov mANewpa twv evoeBwv Op00d0Ewv
Xowotiavav g Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng

Ayammtol pov &deAgot,

M¢ moAV OAWM, mAneooonOnKaue mws 11 Tovokikr) Kupéovnon anopdoioe, dAA&
kal 1) Awaotcr] E€ovota tn¢ Tovgkiag édwoe duoTuxX@e TNV €YKQLOT), WOTE VA UETATOATIEL
O maykooplov EuBéAeiag, DaLTéewes yia éuag tovg EAANvopBoddEoug, oto Tepd Kévtoo g
ExxAnotac pag xai g ‘Ogbodoliag, v KwvotavtivovnoAn, 6 Tepdc Naog ¢ tov Oeov
Loplag, 1 wg o YvwoTos o€ Hag, Ayid Logid, o€ TCapt. Avtr) 1) 00vvneT) TEAEN UTOQEL VA
TLEQLYQAPEL HOVOV WG TOAEN pioovg kal kakiag, kal i meoomaOewx va mANEovv v
0Op06d0&N mtiotn), TV Bulavtivo TToArtiopo kat v tepa kAngovoud tov ‘EAAnvikov I'évoug.
Etvat dedopévo 6t avt] 1) kakonOng, ameptyoamntn kal dnex0rg amdpaon dév mMEOoPAAAEL
Hovov tovg OpBoddEovg Xplotarvovs, AAAG cvuntaca v Xowotiavikr) Kowvotnta ava tov
koouo, kabe Xowotiavikny Vmaln, kabwg eivar EexdBapo Ottt 1) Tovokwkry KupBéovnon
rudukel va PAaeL kal va eEapavioel kdBe XoloTiavikn magovoia, akoun kal tnv ilotoola
me.

‘H Teod MntoomoAic Néag Tepoéng kataducalel Eekabaga kal amepipoaota v anon
avTI) ATMOPAOT, oL eivat TEwToRovAia kat émBvpia tov Tovgkov ITpoedgov Petlémn Tayin
Eovtoyav. ‘H katagogn aducia mov Oy HATOTOLEITAL ONJHEQX EVWTIOV HAG, ayYilel kaOe
avOowmvn Puxn Kal TEOKAAEL TV TTAYKOOHULX KOLWVT] YVWUN, K&Oe vorpova avOowmo mov
aywviCetat yix ducatoovvn kal eipnvn oé avtv v Kowwvia. BéBaiax avt 1) meaén g
Tovokiag 0év amoteAel KATLTO TEWTOYVWEO, kabwg daBalovtag v iotopla g, PAéTovue
OLOTNUATIKOUG OQNOKeLTIKOVS Kal TMOALITIOHIKOUS dlwYpoUs kal yevoktovies (ITovtiaxr),
Apuévikn), yi& mMOAAOUS alwveg twoa, Kal mov Tig teAevtaleg dekaetieg €Xouv EmOTOEPEL
Kal &AL 016 mEooknvio, we pia meoomaBewx tov Tovpkuov Koatovg va E€aAeipet
ot mote 16 dmnedel. ‘OAot yvwoillovue dé tic mpoopates, évav alwva mELv, EyKANUaTucég
npdéels g Tovokiag évtog TV oLVORWYV IS, OTAV EEOVTWOE EKATOUHUVOL XQLOTIAVOV, UEé
OKOTIO VA eapavioel KADE XOLOTIAVIKO OTOLXEWO €VTOG TV €dapwv m™e. Tov alwva mov
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niépaoe, eldape va ovvexiCetat 1] diwén twv EAA VoV dAAG kal k&Oe Xplotiavov évtog g
Tovoxiag, pé anotéAeopa v doAdogovia apetonTwv abwwv Ppuxwv kat v améAaon kat
ExdlweN Exatoppveiwy avlpwnwy anod Tlc matpoyovikés touvg éotiec. ITevvia mepimov
xoovia motv, 1) Tovgkia Eekivnoe OV advoWTNTO MOAEHO Kata TG peyaAovrioov Kompov
HAg, oL OO YNOE 0TIV AdLKT dLXOTOHNOT) TNS arylotokov N1joov kai tv katdAewm édagpwv
me. [Tavow an'dAa Spwg, 1) Tovgkia émi aiwves katamiéCet kat duokel pé kabe TeoOTO TV
Oonokevtikn] eAevBepia g Lemtng Mntodc ExxAnoiag, tov Zemtov Kévrtoov 1trg
Op0odoliag, Tov Oikovpevikov Iatoiapxeiov KwvotavtivovmoAews. Kat taoa, 1) Tovokia
kal maAL mpoomalel va amaluwoel TV Egotnta kKal aywdmnra e Ayiac Xoglag,
petatoémovtag tnv o€ Tlapl, meaypa €vavTio 0TOV AQXIKO OKOTO Kal Trv ovola Trg
EVOews KAl kataokevng TN MeyaAng avtng ExkAnolacg, wg Xototuxvikov kai OpBodoov
Tepov Naov. ‘OAec avtéc Aowmov ot avrOweg kal pontés moafelgc g Tovpkiag, mov
OTEQVOLV dLXOVOLX, TIOAEHO, YEVOKTOViEG Kal OoNnokevTIKT) KataTtieon mEéTet EtéAovg va
OTAHATIIOOLV.

Eivar EexdBapo kai maowpavéc ot 11 KuvBéovnon g Touvokiag dév émbuvuet
OTIOLADT TIOTE HOQPT) CLVEQYATIAG 1) EVEQYELAC € TTOALTIOHEVO TEOTI0. AvTiOéTws, ovve)ilel
TOV DLW YHO Kal v Umtotipnon twv Xolotixvwv mov etvat Tovpkot moAlteg, kal dév mpokeLtat
V& otapamoel va 10 mEedttel HéEXOL VA Efapavicel kabe xowoTavikr] UmaQln, vd
amotegomomoel kdBe Xototaviko Nao, kat va Eavayoael véa totopla, Xwols Omowxdrtote
AVAPOQA OTOV TIOXYHATIKA Y1YEVT] TANOLOUO TNG TLEQLOXTG, OV YEVVTOE -alwVEG TIOLV TOV
foxopod twv Tovpkwv- v II6AN twv IIoAewv, v Bacwlevovoa twv IldAewv, v
KwvotavtivovmoAn.

Etvar Aowmtov xpéog 6Awv pag va agumvicovpe v maykoopix Kowodmnra kat
Kowwvia, ote va AaBovpe 6AoL pall dpaon évavtiov twv eldexOwv kal avnOikwv medewv
¢ Tovpkiag, mov diampdttovtal ovvexwes. Eivat xpéog pag va vmegaomiobovpe pé kdbe
to0mo Vv Mntépa ExxAnoia, 16 Otkovpeviko INatoixpxeto Kwvotavtivounodewe, kal va
eEaopaAioovpe ™V EAev0eEn kal do@aAn aoknor twv OPNOKEVTIKWV Kal AATEEVTIKWV
KaOnkovTwv Twv Xpotrvwyv 1ov Covv ékel, Xwels tov @ofo kal v émBoAn e Plac.
Ogeidovpe va OP@woovpe 1O AVAOTNUA HAS Kal TV @wvt) pag ws OpBodool Xptotiavot, katl
V& dlateavwoovue otd PNk kal ta mAatn g I'ng ot dév O pag @uwoovy, ovte O
avexbovpe &AAo Vv TvEEAVIKY] avT Katamieon, kal O& mapapeivovpe miotol Katl
apooiwpévol otov Kvpro pag Tnoov Xpioto, tov Atkato Koitn tov mavtwv. Zag maoakaAw
kal oag mEOTEETW OAoLG Kal Tov kaOéva Eexwolotd va amevOuvvOelte oTiC TOMIKEG,
IMoAwrteakéc kat Kupegvntikéc Apxég, kat tovg Exmpoowmoug toug, kal v ToUg EKQPEATETE
TV OLVOARETKELX OGS, TNV AYAVAKTNOT) 0aG, Y& Tic ovuvexlLopeveg adukieg Tov diaxmpAaTtel
1 Tovoxia, TAEAKAADVTAG TOVG VA KATADIKATOLY QUTEC TIG ATOPAOELS Kal MEAEELS, kKal Vi
HECOAQBNIO0LV DOTE VA ETKQATNOEL T) DIKALOOV VT, KAl v& dvakaAéoovv v xOeowvr] toug
aropaon. H ATTA ZOPIA EINAI XPIZTIANIKOYX KAI EAAHNOP®OAOEOL NAOX. To
koounua s MeyaAng tov Xpwotov ExkAnoiag, 16 dko pag kavxnua, kat moémet OXL HOvVov
V& dvakaAéoel TV TEOTPAT ATIOPAOT] NG, AAAG V& émavagépel TV Ayid Lo@id otV



apxwn g Alila, 0é¢ EAANvop00doLo Tepd Nao péoa otdév o6moilo O vuveltat kal Oa
do&oAoyettal 10 "Ovopa tov Evog kat Mévov Totadikov O¢ov.

KAetvovtag, oag nagaxkaAw va mpooevxecOe adaAelmTwe ote 1) ayarmnuévn Hag
ExxkAnota, 1 Ayia Logla, va EavaAertovpynoet kal maAt ovvtopa wsg OpBddofog
Xowtiavikdg Naog. Lag magakaAw va pnyv madoovue v mEooevxopeda kal yix v
ayamnuevn pag Mntéoa ExkAnola, 10 Otkovpeviko pag Ilatouxpxeto, kat tov Lemtov
ITookaOnuevo pag, tov Ilatouxpxnv tov T'évovg, tov Ilavayuwrtatov Oikovpevikov
IMatowxpxnv, k. BapBoAopaiov, katl v centrv twv Tepapxwv xopelav kal va elpaote
BéPaot OtL, TaRA TV TEAYIKOTITA TWV TWOLVWV KATtaotdoewv mov mpokaAet 1] Tovokia, O
Oeog eivat palt pac.

Evxopevog 0mwg 1) Yregayla @eotokog, 1) Yréouaxos Lroatnyos kat Poovpds g
Bao\dog twv IToAewv, g Kwvotavtivovmodews, va eivatl pall oag mavtote kal v oag

eVAOYEL OlATEA®

Metd matong dyamnng kal damowyv LYWV
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