GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

46" Anniversary
Commemoration of the Invasion of Cyprus

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

As we remember the tragic and unjust invasion of Cyprus by the Turkish
government on July 20, 1974, we are once again reminded of the brutality that was
displayed, the savagery that was exhibited, and the barbarity which was shown towards
the people of Cyprus. These terrible injustices which were directed towards our Cypriot
brothers and sisters has left a deep wound which has never healed and never could be
healed until justice is delivered and Cyprus is once again united.

The events that took place forty-six years ago witnessed families being torn apart,
Greek Cypriots being forced from their homes, civilians being murdered, churches being
destroyed, and the Hellenic heritage being eviscerated by a government which does not
care for peace and harmony, but which seeks to advance its own agenda at whatever cost
to human life. It is lamentable that these actions have become commonplace for the
Turkish government as their policy of hatred, antagonization, violence, and
radicalization has become more prevalent especially recently with their decision to
convert the Great Church of Agia Sophia to a mosque.

The “ethnic cleansing” perpetrated by the Turkish authorities against the Greek
Cypriots is one of the many despicable actions committed by Turkey in its history of
violence and subjugation. This history of suppression and viciousness extends back
hundreds of years to the Ottoman occupation and has been unrelenting even to the
present day. Turkey’s desire to exterminate the Orthodox faith, the Hellenic culture, the
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Greek language, and Hellenic history has been ceaseless. In the last 100 years alone, the
Turkish government has committed genocide, forcibly closed the Halki Theological
School, and continued the religious persecution of our Mother Church, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

Nevertheless, in the face of these adversities, we must continue to stand strong
against all forces of evil, division, and injustice. We must always be an unwavering voice
for our Orthodox faith, our Hellenic identity, religious freedom, and justice for all. We
must also speak out against the terrible atrocities committed against the Cypriot people
whose homeland was taken from them and who suffered losses of life and property
through the illegal actions of Turkey. Let us not speak of these events as a part of past
history, but let us continue to actively advocate for the victims, realizing that this chapter
of history is still not complete.

Finally, I ask as we remember this solemn anniversary of our fallen mothers and
fathers, sisters and brothers, friends and neighbors, that we pray for the repose of their
souls and for their entrance into God’s Eternal Kingdom. May we continually reflect on
the events of July 1974, prayerfully remembering those who lost their lives in the struggle
for liberty and their struggle for justice in Cyprus. Praying that our loving Lord grants
eternal rest to those who lost their lives as a result of the Cypriot Invasion and praying
that He guards and protects all of His people, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITOIMANTOPIKH EI'KYKAIOZX 464 ETIETEIOY THX TOYPKIKHX EIXBBOAHX XTHN
KYTIPO

ITodg oV evAaféotatov Tepdv KAnpov,

Toug ITpoédooug kat td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZuppovAiwy,

Tdc IMpoédpouvg kal td MéAN twv PLAomtxwv AdeApotrtwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kat dwaockopévoug twv Katnyntwawv kat EAAnvikwv XxoAeiwv, Tdg
Opyavwoelg g NeoAaiag kal dmav 16 XQLoTemwvupov MATowpa Twv evoePfaov Op00d0Ewv
Xowotxvov g Teoag MntoomdAewe Néag Tepoénge.

Ayarntot pov ddeAgol,

M¢é mévo Puxne Ouuduaote onuega TV ToayKn €kelvn MuéQa TS &dikov eloBoAng
twv Tovokwv otjv Kvmpo pag, otig 20 TovAiov 1974, kai Cwvtavebouy mMAAL UTIQOOTA HaG T&
POLKTA yeyovota mov EAafav xwoa, ol KTnvwdles, 1 dyodtnta kal 1) Pagfagdtnta mov
émédetEav ol €x0pot évavtiov twv Kumplwv ddeApawv pag, péoa oty dua mjv mateida toug.
OAa a0t & yeyovota kal 1 tegdotix adikia ov demdxOn, agpnoav otovg Kumptovg
AOEAPOVS HAG AVOIKTEG TANYES, OV DéV elval duvatov va OepamtevOovy, HEXOL THV OTLYUN
1oL O& emavéADeL 1) dukatoovvn kat dovpe TdAL v Komo pag évwpévn.

Méoa otic pavgeg oeAideg g iotogiag ¢ Tovpkikng eloBoAng BAEémovpe yeyovota
7oL onuAdePav évav 0AOKANE0 Aad’ oikoyéveleg oy xwEloOnkav, tovg ‘EAAnvokvmpiovg
oL ekdwxOnkav pé v Pla anod tic matpoyovikég Tovg €otieg, abBwouvg moAiteg mov
doAopovriOnkav, Tepovc Naovg mov kataotodgnkav, kat tov Eeollwud e ‘EAANvkng
kAnoovouag and v KvBéovnon g Tovgklag, 1) 0Tola dév voialetat oUte yix TV eignvn,
oUTE YA TV AQUOVIKT] OLUVUTIXQEN TV Aa@V, GAA& TV Evda@éQouy HOVo T dkd Tng
OLUPEQOVTA, HE OTIOLOONTTOTE KOOTOG, KAl LTIOTIHWVTAG TV d&ia TS dvOowmivng Cwng. Eivat
0¢ oAV AvmnEd 8Tt Tétolov eidovg MEALeLS KAl CLUTTEQLPOREC ATIOTEAODY BATIKT) TAKTIKT] TNG
Tovpklag, kKaBws €muEaTel 1) TMOALTIKY] TOV HIOOVG, TOL AVIAYWVIOUOV, TNG Plag kal Thg
puoaAdodoliag, pé OAa & magamavw va EmBePawwvoviar pé v mEdoEatn Aamooin
ATOPaoT petatEomng s Ayiag Zogiag, Tng MeydAnc ExkAnoiag, oé TCaput.

‘H «£0vikn) éxkaBdoron» mov éméBaiav ot Tovorol katd v elof3oAr] toug otr)v Koo
elvat L akopn yvwot) medén s Tovokiag oty iotogia g, oL xapaktneiletat amo Bia
Kal OTOdOVAWOT AAAWV Aawv. Avt) 1) lotoglar mnyaivel miow alwveg, otic OBwpavikég
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KATakToels, kal ovvexiCel ddakoma péxot orpeoa. Etval yeyovog 6tL dlapknc otoxog g
Tovoklag etvatr 1) é€apavion tne Opbodofov Xpwotwavikng miotews, L EAANvKOL
[ToArtilopov kai g T'Awooag, kabde kat kabe xyvovg EAANvkNg lotoplasc. Movo otd
teAevtaia 100 xoovia, 11 Tovokwkny KvBéovnon €xet duamopdéet Onowwdiec evavtiov twv
‘EAANVV, 6w yevokTovieg, 16 kAelowo Tng @eoAoyung LxoANS TNg XAAKNG kal TV ouvex)
dlwén kat katamieon e Mnteog ExkAnolag, Tov Otkovuevikov pag Iatowxpyelov.

IMapd Tavta, eDPLOKOLLEVOL EVWTILOV AVTNG TS €XO0IKNG KATAOTATEWS, OPElAovpe V&
niapapetvovpe duvatol kat otabegot évavtiov kdbe dvvaung oL éoydletal T MOVNEO, TOV
dixaouo, kat v aducto. OpeiAdovpe 6AoL EUelc VA DPWOOLLLE TO AVAOTIUA KAl TV QwVT) Ko
kal va Omepaomotovpe v Op06dofo miomn pag, v EAAnvky pag tavtotnta, v
Oonokevtikny €AevBeplar kal TNV dwkawoovvn TEOG  OAovs. Ogeidlovue  dxoun va
UMEQAOTTIOTOVHE TOUG AdeApovc pag Kumpiovg, kat va piArjoovue yik tic dmeplyoamteg
Onowwdleg mov €xovv VTooTel, KABWS TOUS Apmalav TNV YN Tovg, ToUg dlwlav &md v
natEda Tovg, kal péxoL onpega OPNVouy Yk Tic xapéves Cwég kal meplovoieg Tovg, e€attiag
TWV MaQavopwy évepyetwv tng Tovgkiac. Kat dtav pilovpe yid 6Aa avtd td yeyovota, g
UV Ava@eQOHaoTe 0’ abTd e MEQAOUEVT) Kal TeteAeapévn loToola, AAAG oav Eva ke@AaAaio
¢ lotoplag mov Oév Exel kAeloel, AAA& aipopoayel, Kal meQuuéver TV dwaliwor),
TEoAOTIULOHEVOL TTAVTOTE T& dOwa OvuaTa avTNG TNG AdIKIAG.

KAetvovtag, oag magakaAw ofpeQa, kKatd v lepa émételo g elofoAng otrjv Kompo,
va QuunOovpe tic abweg Puxés TV MATEQWY, UNTEQWV Kal AdEAPOV Hag TOV Emecav OTOV
Ayva yix dikaloovvn kal v mooeuxn0ovpLe e AAAL Kal CLVEXQGS Y& TV AVATIALOT)
toug o)V Baoweia To0 Oeov. Ag prv Eexvovpe oté avt)v v OABeor| émételo AAAK Kkal
OAa 6oa dramdxOnoav tote kai ovvexiCovtar péxor onueQa, kal &g mpoomabovue V&
TIHOVLE HE TV UVTUTN HaG AAAG Kal Tic TAEEeLS pag ToUG LeQoUG EkeLVOUS AYWVES TV T)0WWV
Hag Yk dikaoovvn kat EAevOepia.

Evxoupevoc Omweg 0 Kvplog maong magakAnoews avamavn tic ayleg Ppuxec twv
Quudtwv Mg Tovpkikng EiofoAnc otv Koo pag kal moaotatevn kal diapuAdttn tov Aad
Tov, duiateAw

Meta matEKng &AyAmng Kot dlxmdowv evXWV

O MHTPOIIOAITHX
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