GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

Father’s Day 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ has placed numerous people in our lives
who have guided us, formed us, and inspired us. He has given us a family, parents,
godparents, and friends who assist us and make us the people we are today. One of the
most important people we have in our lives and, on a biological level, someone without
whom we cannot exist, is our father. Today, we have the opportunity to recognize all of
the fathers in our lives and to acknowledge their contributions which have led us to who
we are as persons today.

The role of the father, however, is not restricted to biological limitations. Whereas
we celebrate and honor our biological fathers and grandfathers, we must also remember
to honor and recognize our priests, our spiritual fathers, our godfathers, and people who
serve as father figures to us. The role that these fathers have played in our lives cannot
be quantified since each has offered us a unique expression of fatherhood. They have
nurtured us and guided us. They have imparted to us their wisdom and morals. They
have protected us and provided for us. Moreover, they have sought to follow the path
that God has set before them so that, through their fatherhood, they might lead their
children, whether biological or spiritual, to the ineffable glory of God. Of all the fathers,
that exist, however, we must not neglect to honor and give praise to our singular,
common and most sacred Father, our Father in Heaven, our Lord and our God, who
created us in His image and likeness. The One who continuously guides, protects, and
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illumines our heart and our mind. The Father who knows no limits and who out of an
abundance of love, keeps us close to His bosom, irrelevant of our shortcomings.

My dearly beloved in the Lord, I beseech you to keep a strong connection with
both your Heavenly Father and with your earthly fathers. Praise and glorify the Name of
your Heavenly Father and I paternally encourage you to keep the Fifth Commandment
when He tells us, “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the
land the Lord your God is giving you” keeping these words in the forefront of your heart
and mind. Furthermore, let us give thanks to God for our earthly fathers, whether they
are related to us by blood or by spirit. Keep this relationship strong so that you may
continually be blessed with their wisdom and guidance. Fathers, be willing to offer your
love and care for all of your children and lead them on the path to salvation which is only
possible through Christ. It is with these thoughts that I wish you all a Happy Father’s
Day. Assuring you of my love, gratitude and respect, and praying that God, in His
Fatherly compassion, blesses all of you this day, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+EVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITIOIMANTOPIKH ETKYKAIOX EOPTHX TOY ITATEPA 2020

ITpog tov evAaéotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovug Evtipotdtoug Agxovtag tov Otkovuevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

Tovc Ipoédpoug kal td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tdc IMpoédpoug kal td MEAN twv Plomttwxwv AdeAgottwy,

Tovg dvaokovtag kat dwaockouévoug twv Katnyntikwv kai EAAnvikwv LyxoAelwy,
Téc Opyavawoeig g NeoAaiag kat dnav 16 XOLoTeMWOVUHOV TATQWHA TV €V0EROV
00p0006EwVv Xolotiavav t¢ Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoénc.

Avyamnrol pov adeA@ol,

‘H onueown Nuéoa, Kvowakr 21 Touvviov, etvat a@legwuévn mMaykoopiwg otov
00A0 kal ™V onuaoia ¢ magovoiag Tov Tatépa otV Lwr) 6Awv pac. I'vwptlovpe
PéPata OtL 1) £opt} TOL mMaTéQr, OmMwg kKal 1 £oQT) TG pNTéQag, OEv elval
ExkANOLIXoTIKY) €001, dNAQdT) OéV Exel oxéon Hé TOV £00TOAOYIKO AELITOVQYIKO KUKAO
¢ ExxkAnoiag pac. Eivat Opwg pid kaAr] evkala va @pépovpe otv okéym pag v
omovdadTNTA TOL €QYOL TOL TaTépa 0TV Lwr) K&Be dvOQwTOoL Kal V& €xpoaooupe
TV eVYVWHOOUVH Hag 0é avTovg Tovg oweg TS kadnpepvotntag, mov maoxilovv
kat Ovotdlovtat wote va avabéouv Tig olkoyévelég Toug kal va Tig 0dryrjoovy oTtrv
ETiTLXI(A.

v Cwr) k&dBe OpB0d0E0L XoLoTIAVOL 1] TAQOLO L TOV «TtATEQO» ELVAL EVTOVN
Kkal avaykaia, kabwg 6 Ovpaviog Iatépag, 6 Oeds, kataAapPavel mowtn Oéon otig
PUXEC pag. Lé AvTOv Tiotevovpe, AvTOv Aatgevovpe kat Exketvov OpoA0YoUE WG TOV
Kriotm) xai ITAaotovgyd pac. MaAwota, avayvweiCovpe v amegtoglotn ayann Tov
TEOC OAOULGS TOVUG AvOWTOVG, doL Exelvog €dwoe tov dyammnuévo Tov Yo, tov Tnoov
Xowot6, va BuowxoBel yix v owtnela Tov kKOopov, 01w Aéyovue kai oty Ol
Aertovpyla tov Ay. Twdvvov tov Xpuoootopov: «O¢ Tév koouov oov oUTwe fyannoac,
wote Tov Yiov oov Tov povoyevn dovval, va mac 0 TOTEVWY €ic aDTOV un dnoAntat, dAA’
Exn Conv aladviovs.

Axoun, 0AokANEN 1)1 OpBB6doog miotn kal 1) dwaockaAia s ExkAnolag pac,
otmolletal 016 £0yo Kkal v copla Twv Ayilwv Ilatéowv pag. Ekelvol, éumveduevol
amo v Xagen tov Aylov ITvedvpatog OeoAdynoav katl éEépoaocav td doOyHata Kat Tig
aAnOeleg TG TMOTEC MG, Kal €tol €UELS ONUEQR, €XOVLHE TV TANEOTNTA TIG
dwaokaAlag e Opbodoliag pag, xaen o€ ékeltvovs. Entiong, kdOe miotog kal evoefr)g
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0Op006d0E0g XpoTiavog €xet TOV DKO TOL MVEVHATIKO TaTéQa, TOV Tegéa, 6 6molog Tov
k0001 Yyel MvevpaTikA Dk g Lepag E£opoAoynoews kal twv Ayiwv Muotnolwv kal
TOV XERAYWYEL el XQLOTOV.

BAémovpe Aomov and td mapanAavw, MO0 CNUAVTIKY] elval 1] Tagovoia oL
«ntatégor» otV Cwn pac. Metd and tov Ovpavio Tatépa, tov Oed, tovg Ayiovg
IMatépec g ExxkAnolac pag, xat To0¢ MVeLHATIKOUS pag matépes, Toug lepelc pag,
€XOUHE TOUG OAQKIKOVG Hag matées. Exelvoug mov pé v Xagn tov Ocov, kal v
OoLVEQYAOLX TWV AXTQEUEVWV UNTEQWV HAGS, HAS EPEQAY OTOV KOOUO Kal KaOnueova
vivovtat Quotla wote va dvaboéouy ta madid Tovg. ZNpeea, AoLmov, e TV ekl
TG KOOUIKNG £0QTNG TOU TATEQR, AG EKQEOAOOLUE Y& MWk AKOUN @OQ& THV
EVYVWHOOUVN HaGC, Kal G MOVUE Eva HEYAAO EVXAQLOTW OTOVSG OAQKIKOUG AAAX Kkal
TOUG TIVEVHATIKOUG HAG TATEQES Yk 00 pag mEooépeoav kal ovvexiCovv va pag
OO PEQOLV. N eVXAQLOTIOOVHE TOUS OAQKIKOUG HAG TATéQES Yid TG Ovoieg Toug,
TOUG AYWVEG TOVG, TOVG 0WTEG TOVG, T& dAKQULA TOVS, Kal TV Aywvia TOUg V& HAg
HeEYaAWOTOLVY KAl V& Hag KAvouv kaAovg kal xorjotpovg avOpwmovug yik v Kowvawvia.
Na tovg evxaplotrioovpe mov pali pé tic untéoes pag, EPalav xat axkoua Balovv tov
EauTd TOLVG KAl TIC avaykeg o€ devTeQEN HORA, WOTE VA UMV Aeiel timota MO TV
otkoyéveld Toug. Kal 6AwS Datépws v eUXaQLOTIO0VE TOUG TATEQES €KELVOUG TTOV
dAOKOLV T& ALK TOVG Hé TO TAEAdELY A TOVG, TV TtioTn 0TOV AANOWVO Totadkd
Oco, 1& péovovv otv ExkAnoia kat voidlovtal yid v owtnola e Puxns tovg. Avto
elval MOAYHATL TO HeEYAAVTEQO dWQEO Kal dyabd mov umopel V& mEOO@EQel évag
TATEQAS OTA TIAILX TOV.

O Bedc va evAoyel TOUG KAAOUS Hag matéeg, Tic olkoyévelés oag, Kal vd
xailel avamavot o€ €kelvoug TOUGC MATEQES Hag TOL dEV elval mMAEov Advapeod pag,

AAAG eVplokovtat otdv Ovpave. ‘H evyvwpoovvn pag navtote O& tovg ovvodevel wg
Oeour) mpooevxr) otov Iavdylo Oed. Xpdvia MToAA& kat evAoynuéval

Metd matokng AyAmnng kal diamowyv eVXWV,

O MHTPOIIOAITHX

s deas ’/‘f‘f\] é*,*-dfr**v

+'0 Néag Tepoéng EYAITEAOXZ



