GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

Dormition of the Theotokos 2019

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils,
Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools,
Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the
Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

We approach the feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God not in a spirit of
lamentation, even though we lament her death, but rather in a spirit of joy as we have gained
the most holy of all saints as an advocate for us before her Son and our God. Indeed, we lament
her death because she is our common mother and she holds a particular place in our hearts and
in the hearts of all Orthodox Christians. Both her life and her death are examples for us. In her
life we are given her example which is the apex of saintliness and in her death we are shown
that her love and dedication to God is rewarded with everlasting life.

The Panagia did not have a comfortable life and lived a life replete with trials and
tribulations. At a young age she was told that she would bear a child even though she had never
knew a man and she willingly told God, “Let it be unto me according to Your Word” (Luke 1:38).
Along with Joseph, she had to make a long journey in order to be counted in the census while
pregnant and having nowhere to bear her child. She, Joseph, and her newborn had to flee to
Egypt in order to escape the wrath of Herod. Ultimately, she had to witness the death of her
own Son by the excruciatingly violent method of crucifixion. Throughout all these difficulties,
she continuously put her trust into God’s hands.

It is this trust and dedication to God expressed by the Theotokos to which we, as
Orthodox Christians, must aim to emulate. Whereas the Theotokos was called to an immense
responsibility, God knows our frailty and He asks less of us. Nevertheless, having the example
of the Theotokos before us who endured her own difficulties in life, we should welcome the
responsibilities to which God calls us. The spiritual responsibilities to which we are called are
varied since we hear St. Paul say, “Are all Apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers
of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?” (1 Cor. 12:29-
30). No matter how great or how modest our calling may be and no matter what trials we may
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encounter, we should always approach it with the same dedication and zeal that the Theotokos
expressed for God.

As we commemorate the Dormition of the Theotokos, let us continuously remember her
love and dedication which not only extends to her Son, Jesus Christ, but also to each one of us
since she sees us as her children also. Let us always emulate this love so that we can reflect it
upon each other and upon our neighbors as we endeavor to see Christ in everyone. Praying that
the Panagia continues to guard and guide each of you and your families, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ il efryprmCe Yoo Lol

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITedg tov evAafBéotatov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovg ITpoédooug kat td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Téc ITpoédpoug kai td MéAN twv PLAomtwxwV AdeA@oThTwy,

Tovg ddaorovtag kal dwaokopévous twv Katnyntav kal EAAnvikwv ZxoAeiwy,

Tdc Ogyavwoeig g NeoAalag kat dmav 160 XQLOTEMWVLHOV TANQWHA TV evoefav OpB0doEwv
Xototavawv ¢ Tepac MntoomoAewe Néag Tepoénc.

«H peta toxov HapOévog, kai uetad Oavatov Cwoa, owCels aéel,

Ocotoke, TNV KAnpovouiav cov» (' wdr) kavova £0QTNG)
Ayamm ol €v Xolot@ adeAgot,

Mé peyaAn Aaumeotnta kaAovuaote onjupega OAot ot 0000d0EoL xowoTIavol VA&
éoptacovpe TV moAvouvnto kal €vdofo Koipnon g Ymepayiag Ocotdkov kal T
Metaotaor] Tng otovg ovpavovc. ‘OAn 1) buvoAoyia TG HeYAANG avThg £00TNG Avag@épeTal
o€ o «aBavato xoiunon», o€ Eva Lvnua mov £yve KAILAKA «1) UETAYOVOQ TOVG €K YTIC TTPOC
ovpavov», oé pla «Cwoa kal dpbovo mnyn», 0é pla ayia kolpnomn, dik g omolag 6 KOOUOG

«aveCwomotnOn».

‘H ®eotokog, av kat éywve 1) mnyn e Cwng, CLAAAUPAVOVTAC KAl KLOPOQEORWVTAS TO
devtepo mEdowmo TG Ayiag TOLADOG Kal VIKWVIAG «TNG QUOEWS TOVS Opovc», EVTOVTOLS
vmokVTTEL 0TOV Odvato, kaBwg dév vmax el avOpwTog «O¢ Crjoetat kal ovk dYetal Oavatov»
(WaAp. 88,49). E@oocov paAiota 6 Yiog tng, 0 kupiapxog tng Cwng kai tov Oavatov, anédave
Kal €tden), etvat oAV @uokd ka1 Yrepayia @eotdkog va Omootel kKat avt OV avOowtivo
Oavato, we amogEola NS AvOEWTVNG @LOTG Te. ‘Ouwe dév umogovoav 1) Y1, 0 TAPOS Kal
6 OAvaTog Vi KQATOLV TO OWHA TNG, IOV €yLve doxelo ToL Oeov kal nyr) g Cwne. Onwg,
Aowrtov, 1) magBevia g dév kKataoTEaPnke OTay Yévvnoe Tov XQLoTo, £ToL kal 1) odoka Tng
Euetve apOatn Ao Tic ovvémeleg ToL Oavatov. ‘H Yuxn e faotaletal oTic TaA&ES TOL
Yiov ¢ kal 16 cwpa g pediotatal meog Avtov. Qg untéoa g Cwng, «UETETTN TPOS TNV
Cwny», TS TV YLOIKA PAAAOVHIE 0TO ATOALTIKIO TNG €0QTNG, kal 0 Bavatdg g eivat

«OTEP NUV» Kal «Cwngopoc», kata tov Ayto I'onyooro tov IaAapa.

‘H Ymepayia @eotokog dvexwonoe Yk tov ovavo, aAAa dév éykatéAenpe TGV KOOUO.
I'évvnoe ™ Zwr) ToL KOOHOL AV unTéoa Kal eméoteee 0TOV Zwodotn, AAAG dév Eexva TOUG

avOpwTnovg oL Cnrtovv 11| Borjfeld TS Kal TV TAQAKAAOVV VA& TeeoBevel otov Yid tng.
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Etvat pntéga tov Ocob kal tavtoxoova Mntépa 6Awv twv avlownwv. Qg Mntéga OAwv
MG, eloakoVEL TG TEOTELXES Hag kKal wg MnTépa Tov Oeov, peotteVel TEOg TOV Yo ne. AvTr)
Hé tilc mpeoPelec g pag Ponda otic dvokoAeg meglotdoels e Cwng Hag, HUAG Katl, OTwg
PaAAape otic ITapakAnoelg, etvat «AdtKovULEV@WY TPOOTATLS, Kal TEVOUEVWY TPopn, EEvaY TE
napakAnoic, xai paktnpia TvEAwv, dcOevodvtwy ETIOKEYPLS, KATATOVOVUEVWY OKET Kal
avtiAnyic, xai oppavav fonboc», pa avw atd 6Aa etvar 1) ITVAN ¢ cwtneiag pac. I' avto,
et v Kotlunon kat Metdotaor] g, motevovpe, OpoAoyovue kal PpaAAovue: «1) peta
tokov IlapOévog, kai peta Oavatov Cwoa, owlelg ael, OeoToke, TNV KAnpovouiav cov».

AdeAgol pov dyamnnrot,

EVxopar 6A60eoua 1 IMavayla pntéoa pag, 1 omola Peloketar otd defix TOL
[Tavtodvvapov Tnoov XpLotov, va okémel Kal V& TQOOTATEVEL TV Lepd pag MnTooToAn, tic
olkoyévelég pag, 10 EAANIVO00doEo "EOvog kai ) @uldOen Opoyéverd pac. Na v
TaQAKAAOLUE KAO € YHEQA VA HEOLTEVEL WG OTOQYLKT] UNTEQX OTOV Ayarmnuévo Yio g, woTe
PadiCovtag otov dEopo toL Oeov, va 0dnyndovue kovta Tov kal va avaderyOovpe «taig

nipecPeiaic e OeoTokov», AEL0L KANEOVOHOL TNG £movpaviov Baodeiag Tov. Aunv!
Xpovia mMoAA& kat evAoynuéva!

Awamvpog mEog v Yreparyia @eotdko kat Mntépa tov Pwtdg VX ETNG

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ
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1O Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOX



