GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPEZEHE

OXI Day Commemoration 2019

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils,
Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools,
Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the
Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

Seventy-nine years have passed since our forefathers, sensing the dangers of an uncharted course
history was navigating, stood up in opposition to the powers of fascism in Europe and defended with
their lives the very freedom and liberty their forefathers had secured for them. Their struggle, however,
was not merely for self-preservation, but for the defense of ageless ideals, the safeguarding of timeless
principles, and for the protection of family and neighbor. October 28%, 1940 marked a day wherein
Greeks stood up to Hitler and Mussolini and, with one voice and with one word, proclaimed that they
would not give in to the inner demons of our world who were trying to shout down the better angels of
our nature. We celebrate these heroes for their brave actions by commemorating this day as “OXI” day.
It is a day when we say no to tyranny, no to violence, and no to injustice.

Far be it from being just a day in which we say “no”, we must also recognize the resolute fact that
this exclamation served also as an affirmation. It affirmed principles that our people and countless people
throughout the world have long held dear — liberty, peace, justice, and religious freedom. The heinous
events of World War II still endure in some people’s memories and the effects of its devastation are still
felt to this very day. Yet in the midst of the death and destruction that marked those dark years of our
history, a light shined forth from the heroes who preserved those principles. It is with these thoughts
that we commemorate these heroes today as we seek not only to honor their sacrifice, but to also carry
on these principles which we hold so dear.

The singular day in which our forefathers said “Oxi” to the fascist leaders of Europe may have
occurred seventy-nine years ago, but its spirit is no less needed today. Nearly eight decades later,
violence still seeks to deprive people of their liberties. The Middle East is in a tumultuous state of war
wherein unjust powers slaughter innocent people for regional influence. The division of Cyprus and
threats of aggression from Turkey loom. The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, our Mother
Church and Orthodoxy’s Spiritual Center, still suffers from a lack of religious freedom. These and
countless other tragedies continue to challenge the world and test us in our commitment to the values
we preach.

As descendants of those very Greeks who inspired hope in a war-weary Europe and as inheritors
of their honor, we have an obligation to be at the forefront of these struggles today so that we may
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continue to count ourselves worthy of their integrity. Now more than ever are we in need to rise to the
same valor as our ancestors not in a vain attempt for self-glory, but out of an obligation to our neighbors
and each other. We must stand up against evil in the world in all its forms. We must endeavor to combat
injustice by boldly denouncing it and aiding the victims. No less can be expected of us because God has
given us the means to do so and because we have the example of our forefathers.

My beloved, as we celebrate this most festive occasion, let us always remember the courageous
sacrifices our ancestors made on October 28%, 1940 and in the following years of war. Let their example
be for us an image of how we should respond to the actions and threats of tyranny. Let us never fear to
confront the tyranny and injustices of our era while always remembering the words of the Psalmist, “God
is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, and the mountains quake with
their surging” (Ps. 46: 1-3). Praying that God blesses you with every good and perfect gift from above and
that he enlightens you to walk the path of righteousness and justice, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
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tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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IEPA MHuaTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

ITpdc tov evAaféotatov Tepov KAnoov,

Tovg INpoédpoug katl td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupovAiwy,

Tac IMpoédpovg kal td MéAN twv PLAomtxwv AdeApotrtwy,

Tovg dddorovtag kat dwaokopévoug twv Katnyntikwv kal EAAnvikwv ZxoAeiwy,

Tdc Opyavwoeig g NeoAaiag kat dnav 10 Xpotemwvupov nAfowpa twv evoefav Op0odoEwv
Xowotiavwv g Teoag MntoontdAewe Néag Tepoénge.

Xaipe okénn kal avTiAnYPig To0 AoV cov 1OV TUETOV»

(éx Tov Olov g £€0QTNC)
Ayammnrol év Xolotw adeAgol,

‘H onpeowvn) nuéoa g 28" Oktwoiov, amoteAel yid ToUg amavtoayov "EAANveg pwtetvo
0QO00THO LOTOQIKNG UVIUNG, KAOWGS, TaQAAANAa e v €éootr) tn¢ Ilavayiag pag, Oupdpaote
pé daitepn ovykivnon kai déog, té katopbwpata twv EAAvwv 100wV, oL éBaiav mavw
amo 6Aa v éAevBepia ¢ matoac pac. H kapdid kal 1) okéymn 0Awv pag, otéketat pe
oePaocpo kal ovykivnon HmEOoTd o€ OAOVG €kelVOUG TOUG AYWVIOTES KAl TATOLWTESG, TTOV
Ouvoiaoav 1) Cwr), Tic olkoYEVeLEg, Td oTtiTIX Kol TIC TTEQLOVOLES TOVG, YIA V& ATIOAAUBAVOULLE
ot ovyxoovot "EAANveg éAev0epn v Iatoida pac.

Lav onpeoa, 1o étog 1940, yoaptnke dAAN pa évdoén oeAida g EAANVIKNG loToQlag,
0tav oVOOWHO TO EAANVIKO €0vog Boovtopavale 16 «OXID» otic TtaAwkéc alwwoelg, pé
anotéAeopua v eloodo g ‘EAAadag otov B' Ilaykoouo IToAepo kal v évapén tov
EAANVOTTAAKOD TToAépov. Matata 6 MovooAivi tioteve mag pé tovg 100.000 otoatiwteg o
elxe ovykevtowoel otV AABavia, O& umogovoe pé evkoAlx va kataktrjoel v ‘EAAGda.
Ao Tlg MEWTES KIOAAG NHEQES T EAANVIKA oTRATELHATA YVWEILOLV HeYAAES Vike Kal ol
Ttadol amoxweovv Mtmuévol kai vioomaopévol Ilapd tr)v Omegoxr) tov €xOpov oé
avOEWTIVO dLVAULKO Kal EE0TALOUO, 1] AYEQw)XN EAANVIKY PuxT, dDatnowvTag &ofeotn v
ayamn yid mv Iatoda, pdyetal kat Byatvel viktolx, Yodpovtag éva 10wiko €mog ot
xwoviopéva Bouvva g Iivdov kat tng Bogeiov Hmelpov, mov éumvéet kal onuega. Mé 10
vevvaio OXI tov éAANVIKOLU Aaob otjv vmotayr), amodeixOnie 6Tt 6To0G HaxeTat Hé TV
Ppouxn Tov Yk v eAgvBegia ¢ mATEdOG, doa EUTIODX KL &V CLUVAVTNOEL T& EETEQVA KAl
Byatver viknc.

BePaiweg, 6mwe kal mMOAAEC dAAeg popéc 016 MaeABOV, £ToL kal Ot KElOA €keElva
xoovia tov ToAépov tov 1940, ot ‘EAANveG éumiotevOniay TOV Aywva Toug ot X€ow TG
IMavayiag. Aév xwodel kapa ap@poldia ot 1) évdofog vikn twv EAAvwv dmotedel éva
Oavpa g Ymepaytag Ocotdkov. Trv épAemav va tovg EUpuxwVeL Kal VX ToUg okemAlel,
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OTav MOAEHOLOAV OTO XIOVIOUEVO HETWTO. ATO T1) LKETIN TNG Ol OTRATIWTEG EMALQVAV
0appoc katl, megupoovVTac T AoYK] TV AQOUWYV, AVTIOTEKOVTAV UE ATTAQAMIAAO
NOWLOUO OTiG oWNEdPEaKTes 00déc Tov €XOp0V, Umepaomilopevol v Ty Kal v
AKEQALOTITA TG TATELOOG HaC Kal TookaAwvTag Tov maykoopo Oavpaopo. I't' avtd kat 1)
ExxAnoila pag kaOiépwoe onpeoa va éogtaletat 1) Ayia Lxémn g Ymepayiag Oeotokov,
vmevOvpiCovtac pag ot IHavayia, wg «pato@popoc vepéAn», dyAas OKETEL TLEQLPQOVQEL,
TMEOOTATEVEL KAl 0wlel TOV Aad Tov Oeov amd kdOe €x00wkr) dmelAr), kabwg Exet «dmeLpov
Tpoc AVTOV mappnoia».

‘H onueowvn €optr), dg amoteAéoet Yk OAovg pag evKaQlar VA OTQAQOVHE TEOS TO
TIAVAYL0 TIEOOWTIO TG BeotoKov, T vonty VePEAN Tov pag OdNYEL OTHV €TMOVEAVLIO
Baoeia tov Ocov. ‘H «VYrtépuayoc Ltpatnyidc», Kvoia @cotdkog, va émokitdlel mavta pé
TV YA ¢ o £€0vog kal v Ouoyéveld pag kat va etvat fon0og katl ovpumagaotdtng oé
kdOe Pnua e Cwng pac. Mall Spwg pé v €vOegun mEOOeLXT KAl TiC €ykAQOLeg
EVXAQLOTIES g TEOG TNV «Yépuaxo Ltpatnyod» tov 'EOvoue pag, &g dvagwvrjoovpe pié
OAN ™ dvvaun g PuxNc Hag kat éva peyadAo evXapLotw, o€ OA0LG EkelVoLg TOUS YVWOTOUG
Kal dyvwoTtoug fjoweg, o didalav oé 6Aovg Eudg Tovg vedTteQoug, Tl Od et tiotn), aywvag
kal Quoia, XapllovTag pag Hé To aipa Tovg T AaveKTiUNTo dWwEOo, oL Aé¢yetat EAevOepola g
nateidog.

Meta matowav evxwv kat g év Kvplw ayanng
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