GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

September 1, 2020
New Ecclesiastical Year

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

You, the Creator and the Lord of the ages, O God of all, truly transcending all
essence, we earnestly entreat, that You will bless the year, and, O tender-loving
Lord, in Your infinite mercy, only Master, save us all who worship and serve You,
O our Redeemer, and who cry with fear, "For all Your servants,
make fruitful the coming year.” (Kontakion)

My Beloved in the Lord,

With the celebration of the New Ecclesiastical Year, we are offered an opportunity
to conduct a self-review and to take stock of ourselves as Orthodox Christians. Whereas
the roots of this feast’'s commemoration have not always been centered on the spiritual
progress of the devout faithful, its history gives us a glimpse at how we are to understand
this commemoration as Orthodox Christians.

The celebration of the New Ecclesiastical Year comes from the early Byzantine
celebration of the Indiction at which time a new 15-year cycle would commence on
September 1¢t. This allowed for a periodic assessment of the military and public works
while also setting a specific date for the purpose of calculating taxes at the time of the
harvest. The importance of recognizing this system became so significant that Emperor
Justinian enshrined it in Byzantine law in the year 537 (Neapai Aiataéec, 47). Thus, it
became an indispensable part of Byzantine administration as it provided the opportunity
for emperors and farmers alike to assess their progress and plan for the future.

In due time, the commemoration of the Indiction also became a prominent feature
in the Orthodox Church as it signified a new spiritual beginning with the commencement
of the new ecclesiastical year. Therefore, it offers us the same prospect for self-assessment.
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In looking back on the previous ecclesiastical year, we can reflect on our spiritual lives
and both our successes and shortcoming as Orthodox Christians. We must use this
opportunity to ask ourselves, “What have I done right and when have I missed the mark?
What mistakes have I made and how can I correct them? How can I better devote myself
to Christ and to the Church?” Most importantly, we must be honest with our spiritual
self-assessment while also committing to God that we will endeavor to do better in
leading model Orthodox Christian lives.

By committing to devote ourselves even more so to our Lord and to His Church
through its various ministries is of the utmost importance. Reflect on your participation
in the Divine Services and push yourself to be more present in the liturgical life of the
Church. Think about how often you offer personal prayers to God and try to strengthen
that spiritual connection with increased prayer. Ask yourself about your past material
support for the poor and for the ministries of the Church and then challenge yourself to
do even more for the glory of God. Scrutinize your own spiritual life and ascertain where
you are spiritually because what sense would it make to celebrate this feast superficially
without taking any steps to transform ourselves for the glory of God?

My beloved in the Lord, we have endured an exceedingly difficult year filled with
many trials and tribulations due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. Families have endured
deaths, financial hardships, and other difficulties. Yet this is a time for us to reevaluate
our spiritual lives so that we may reorient ourselves to God, thanking Him for the gifts
we still have and entreating Him to show mercy on us. It is also a time when we must
recommit ourselves to God’s work and to the ministries of the Church as we endeavor to
help people in need. Let us always keep the words of the Apostle Paul close to our hearts,
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).

Praying that our loving and merciful Lord blesses each of you and your families
with all of His Heavenly blessings, granting you a fruitful New Ecclesiastical Year to
come, | remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
//&ZOW' C; ﬁ"" é"u—r k(oj

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITIOIMANTOPIKH EI'KYKAIOX
THX APXHX TOY NEOY EKKAHXIAXTIKOY ETOYX - 18 XEIITEMBPIOY 2020

ITpog tov evAaféotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovg ITpoédooug kat td MéAN twv ExkAnowaotikwv ZuupovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl tad MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgottwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kal dwaokopévous twv Katnyntikwv kal EAAnvucwv LxoAelwy,
Tdc Opyavwoeig g NeoAaiag kal dmav 16 XQLoTeM@VLHOV TAT)oWHA TV eV0EBWV
0Op00d6Ewv Xowotavawv t¢ Teoac MntoomoAewe Néag Tepoénc.

«0 twv aiwvwv Homrtrg kai Aeonotne, Oeé Twv oAwv Yrepovote OvTwe,
TNV Eviavolov eVAOYNoov mepiodov, cwlwv Tw EAéel oov, Tw aneipw OikTippwy,
MAVTaG T0UG AaTpevovTas, 6ol T uovw Aeomortr, kai ékfowvtas pofw AvtpwTtd:
Etvgopov o, 10 €tog xoprynoov.» (Kovtakiov)

Ayamntot pov adeAgol,

‘Eoptdlovtac kal mdAL v &ox1] tov Néov ExkAnowaotikov Etovg, pag divetat
1 evkaupla EEeTdooVHE TOV E0WTEQKO HAGC EQUTO, VA& AvaOewQT)OOVUE TIC TOAEELS Hag
Kal v& k&vovpe tOvV drtoAoyopo pag wg OpBodolot Xpwotiavol. Av kal l0ToQKA 1
onuacia avtng TS €00TNG dév VMNEL&E ££'AQXNG 1] TTVEVUATIKT] TTIRO0DOG TWV TUOTWYV,
Eav évtou@rioovpe otV loTopia ToL éopTacuov g «Ivdiktov» B& pmogéoovue, wg
Op0b6doEot Xplotiavol, va katavorjoovpe kaAvtepa 0 vonua oo £xet otic HéQeg pag
1N €optn) avLTN.

O éoptaocpods g doxns tov Neov ExkAnowotuwcov "Etovg mnyalet kal
TMEOEQYXETAL ATIO TOV &EXWKO Bulavtvd éoptaoud g «Ivdiktouv», mov onuatvel
«OQLOMOG», KAt TOV Omolov dpxitle mEoopetoatat pia megiodog 15 étav, évag
X00VIKOC KUKAOG TOU OlaQkovoe dek& mévTe XOvia, Ué Muéoa évapéng v 1n
ZemtepyPolov. Avto €dwve v dvvatotta kal T XQOVIKO TeQLOWEO0 WOTE VA&
avaovykotnOel 0 0TEATOS KAl v& O0AokANEwOOLV didpopa dnuocIA £0Ya, EVQ
MARAAANAa Fonfovoe 01d V& CLAAgYOLV oL PdEoL ToL Bulavtivov Kodtovg améd v
OLYKOULON TV KAQTIWV TV Yeweywv. H mpaktikdtnta kal dmodotucotnta avtov
TOL oLOTHHATOG UTtNe&e TOo0 omovdala wote 6 Avtokpdtopag Tovotviavog to éxave
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Noépo tov Bulavrtivov Kodtovg 16 €tog 537 w.X. (Neapai Awatalerg, 47). "Etoy, 1)
«Tvductoc» €yve dvaykato pépog kat tunpa e BuCavtivig Aok oews, kaBwg €dwve
TV dUVATOTTA OLKOVOWLKT)G TIROO0d0V, eVNUEQlAC Kal OXedATHOL KAl OTOUG
Avtokpdtogeg AAAG KAl 0TOVG AYQOTEG.

v ovvéxelr, 1) €ootn ¢ TvdikTov dmtéktnoe peyaAn onuaoia kal 0éon otrv
Com g OpBodofov ExkAnolag, kabwg 1) évapén tov ExkAnowotikov "Etoug
onuatodoTovoe kal TV AT 1 TV dvavéwon Thg mveLpaTikng Cwng TV TOTWV.
Zuvenws, kal otic MNpéoes pag, 1M €0t avty pag diver v dvvatdmnta va
avaovykotnOovpe nvevpatika. Nd kottdéovpue miow, 0td ExkAnowxotuco "Etog mov
TéQAOE, VA& OVAAOYLOTOUHE, KAL VA OULVEWNTOTMOWOOVUE TIC TIVEVHATIKES HAG
¢rtvxtee 11 magaAnpes wg OpOddofor Xpwotiavol. N& ékpetaAdevtovue v
evKaLQla KAl v& QTOOVHE TOUS £avtovg pag: « Tl Exw kavel owoto kai ti AdBog; IMag
HTto0W VA& dlopbwow td A&O”N pov; Ilwg B& pmogovoa va éoyacbw mvevpatikd kal
V& dplepwow v Cwn) pov otov Xototd kat v ExkAnota pé meproootego CnAo;» Kad
OAa avTd T fowTHHATA V& T& dmtevOUvovue pHé AmoAvTn elAkoivia, petdvolx Kol
VMoo xeon 0ToV Oed dTL O MpooTadnoovue va yivovpe magadetypata OpBodoEov
Xowotiavikng Cwng.

‘H anogpaon pag va agregaoovpe akopa meploodteo v Lwr) pag otov Koglo
kat v ExkAnota Tov eivatr omovdaiag onuaociag, dwitega yid éuag mov eipeda
évepyad péAN g OpBodofov ExkAnoiag kat twv Evoolwv pag. A ovAAoylotovpe pé
elAkoivia €av ovppetéxovpe taxtika otic Tegéc AkoAovOieg g ExkAnolag pag xadl
v& mpooTaBrjoovpe va elpeOa AkOpa TO TaKTIKOL 0TV AgrtovYykt) kKat Muotnoakt)
Can. Ac oxe@Oovue MO0 CLXVA TTEOCPEQPOVILE THV TATIELVY] HAG TTEOOELXT) OTOV B0
Kkal ag evduvapwoovue avtiv v oxéon pall Tov pé mepioodtepn kat Oeouoteon
TieooevT). Ac dvapwtnOovue éav meoopépape v Borj0ela pag oTovg MTWYOoVS Kal
otic dvdykeg g Evoolag pag, kal va mpoomabrjoovue va Pondnoovpe akopa
TLEQLOOOTEQO, TROS DOEAV BOeoV. Ag €EETACOVUE TV TIVELVHATIKY] pag Cwr) oTte V&
duxmiotwoovpe Eav eipeda medyuatt mvevpatikol dvOowmol, ddtt mwg O& pag
weeAnoel évag €Ewtepkog €ootaouods Tng Tvdiktov, dtav dév mpoomabovpe v
aAAGEovpe Tovg EavTovg pag kat Tig Cwég pag i v do&a oL Ocov;

Ayarmrol pov ddeAgot, £xovpe mEAyHatLdEADeL Kat axoua dlegxopeda, Evav
TIOAV OVOKOAO XQOVO, YEUATO HE TEOPAT|HaTA Kol doKIpaoleg AOYw TNG mavonuiag
TOU K0QOVOI0V. OlKoYEéVeleg EXAoAV AYATINHUEVA TOUG TQOOWTIA, COUV OLKOVOLIKEG
duvokoAleg, kal tooa dAAa mpoPANpata. Twoa Spws etvat 1) katdAANAa otryur| yix
OAovG €pAG V& AELOAOYT|OOVE TV TIVEVHATIKT] pag Cowt) Kal v Emavag@EQovple Tovg
E0VTOUG PAG OTOV 0wOTO OQOUO, TOV DEOUO TOU DeAr|uaTog ToL B0V, EVXAPLOTWVTAG
Tov yid 6Aeg tic dwpeég ov pag éxet xaploel kat magakaAwvtag Tov va magéxet to



é€Aeog Tov 0é 6Aoug pac. Tapa duwe etvat kal 1) VKA VA& APLEQWOTOVIE Kal TIAAL
TOUG £aVTOUG HAG 0TO €Yo ToL Oeov kal ¢ ExkAnolag, kabwg ovveyxiCovpe va
ddovue v PorOetd pag o€ kdbe AvOQWTO AveEAIQETWS, DATNOWVTAS TTAVTOTE OTIS
KAQOLEG Hag td Aoyl tov AmtootoAov TlavAov: «dAANAwv ta Bapn Pactalete, kal
oUTw¢ avantAnpaoate Tov vouov tov Xpiotov» (I'alat. 6,2).

Evxouevog 0mtwg 6 moAvevomAayxvog Kvplog evAoyel éoag kal tic olkoyévelég
oag pe & Ovpdvia ayabd Tov, kal xapiCet o€ GAovg Eva TvevHaTIKA KaQTOPOO Né€o
ExxAnowotiko "Etog, dateAw

Metd matong ayAamnng kal damvowyV VXYWV
O MHTPOIIOAITHZ
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