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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

And who is my neighbor? (Luke 10:29)
My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this National Philoptochos Sunday, we rejoice with gratitude and appreciation
for the many labors and ministries of our Philoptochos Societies Nationwide. Their
constant and consistent philanthropy answers the question of that lawyer who prodded
our Lord Jesus Christ about who was deserving of the recognition of their humanity and
the love that fulfills the Second and Great Commandment: “You shall love your neighbor
as you love yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). For decades, the Philoptochos has answered the
question “And who is my neighbor?” with a resounding: “Everyone!”

Thus, it is most appropriate that the Sunday on which we read the Parable of the
Good Samaritan is the day on which we should remember our good sisters in Christ.
Their service to the Church and to humanity transcends the categories that keep us
separate from one another on the basis of any defining characteristic. For the



Philoptochos, it is enough to be human, and to be in need, for their compassion and mercy
to flow.

The Philoptochos provides us all with examples of courage and generosity in
action. They shine a light into our souls, so that we can discover for ourselves how much
love of neighbor is within our hearts. Let us support these sisters in the Lord in every
way we can, and through their ministry of love, extend our own love to every neighbor,
both known and unknown, for we are one human family, under one God Who reigns
supreme above all.

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,
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Archbishop of America
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AQXLEMIOKOTIKT] €YKUKALOG VL& TNV
Kvgtaxn agpiegwpévn atnv EOvikr @idontwyxo AdeAgotnTa.

14 NoepPotov 2021

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Auaxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Hueoniow kai Anoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, Ttic EAANvVoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Kai tic éotiv pov nAnoiov;» (Kata Aovkav 10:29).
[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg v XOLoTw,

Avtn 11 Kvguaxn mov eivatl a@legwpévn oty 'EOvikn) PuAonttwxo AdeAgpotnta,
ATIOTEAEL HLX EVKALQIA VX TIUT|OOVLLE, EVPEALVOUEVOL, TNV TOOO HEYAAT] TIQOOEPOOX AYATING
Kal TO €QY0 TV KAt TOTOUS TAQAQTNHATWVY TG PrAomtwyxov AdeA@otntog o& 6An N
xwoa. 'H adakonn kat anoteAeopatikn) agovoia tovg o¢ kaOe eldovg puAavOpwnia,
ATIOVTA OTNV €QWTNOT] TOV VEAQOV VOHLKOD, TNV Omola artevOuvvel 0td XQLoTo, Y TO ToLog
elval 0 MANoilov oL OelAOVUE VO AYATIOVHE OV TOV EAVTO HAG, COUPOVA UE TI) DEVTEQN
KAl HEYAAN €VTOAN: «Ayamroelg Tov mANoilov oov wg ogeavtdv» (Aevitov 19:18). I'x
dekaetieg, 1) anavtnon g Plomtwxov otV €Qwtnon Tov veagoL «Kal mowdg eivat O

AN olov;» etvart1) O «0 k&aOe Evag AdEAPOS».

& avto 10 AdYO, 1] Kvglakn) kata v 0mola AvaytvaOoKOUHE TV TTAQAPOAT) TOU

KaAOU oapageltn etvat a@lepwuévn otic kadeg év Xoote adeAgeg e Pronttwyov. 'H



dtakovia touvg otV ExxkAnoia kat ot v avlowmotnta EemeQvaeL TG dlaKkQloeLls HeTalL TV
avOowmwV Yo 0olodr tote Aoyo. I'ix ) PAOTTTWX0 drel va eloat AvOQEWTOG €V AVAYKT),

v va Eexetdloe 1) dyann kai 1) ovpmadeia.

H PNOTITX0G HAG DElXVEL TO TTAQADELY LA TNG YEVALODWOLAS KAL TG AVTATIAQVTOTG
otV mEA&T. PwrtiCouvv Tic PLXEC HAS Kal AVAKAAVTITOUHE OO AANOEIX UTTOQOVUE VX
KAVOUUE YIX TNV &YA&mr) toL tAnoiov pag. Ag vmootnotéovpe pe kabe TEOMO T AdeAPEg
oL Kvplov pag kat pe ) dakovia xyamng mov pag delyvouv, &g €MeKTEIVOVHLE TNV AYAT)
Hag 0 KAOe «TANOTloV», YVWwoTo 1) yvwoTo, YTt OAoL ot avOgwTot elpaote pia olkoyévelx

me éva Oe0 MavVTOKEATOEA.

Meta g matowkng év Kupiw Tnoov Xowotw ayanng,
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