GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °* NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

Ecclesiastical New Year 2018

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan
Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and
Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all
Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities
of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved,

We see in Holy Scripture, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under
heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). Today we recall an important celebration in the life of the Church - the
Ecclesiastical New Year (the Indiction). The Indiction serves as an opportunity for a new
beginning as we all engage in our spiritual struggle for perfection. It gives us an occasion to
reflect on our spiritual progress and that which allows us to come closer to Christ such as our
prayerfulness, love, charity, and dedication to our Lord. It also gives us an opportunity to
introspectively look at our shortcomings as we strive to commit ourselves more to God and less
towards these spiritual inadequacies which draw us away from Him. Thus, we come to
recognize this most important time of year as a time of personal renewal so that we may better
prepare ourselves for participating in the communal life of the Body of Christ, that is, the
Church.

Our participation in the communal life of the Church is of paramount importance since
it is an image of our participation in the Kingdom of God. Therefore, our commitment and
devotion to Christ and His Church cannot be seen as merely an obligation to be fulfilled, but an
opportunity to be an active participant in Heaven. This can be expressed in a variety of ways
such as our presence in the divine services, our support of parish ministries, our active
engagement with the needy, and our unceasing efforts to build the body of Christ through our
own words and deeds both inside and outside the confines of the church building.

In today’s social climate, it can be easy to be apathetic towards the Church, believing that
it is always someone else’s responsibility to accomplish the vital work that is needed for our
parishes to function. Many people believe that it is acceptable to do the bare minimum for the
Church or to give the bare minimum to the Church in order for our parishes to get by, but this
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perspective is flawed. We should never be content in how much work or offer to the Church
because Christ has always done more for us than we could ever imagine. We should never
remain complacent about our ministries because there are always opportunities to improve our
ministries so that we may better serve each other and our fellow man. We should never become
apathetic so as to think “someone else will do the work of the Church, so I do not have to”. The
reality is that every one of us has a responsibility for the success of each of our parishes, not just
to the point that they may be sustained, but to the point that they should grow and flourish in
success. This must be accomplished through every parishioner according to the extent of their
personal abilities so that we may give glory, not to ourselves, but to God.

My beloved children in the Lord, we must strive with all of our ability to offer our time,
talent, and treasure to the Church in a way that glorifies God and gives thanksgiving to Him
who gives us the gifts and ability to offer back to Him what He has already given to us. We must
recognize that giving to the Church or through a Church ministry is the ultimate way in which
we actualize our active participation in the Body of Christ and, therefore, in the Kingdom of
God. For our successes, let us celebrate together; for our losses, let us mourn together; For our
challenges, let us struggle together; and for our difficulties, let us “bear one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the Law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). It is my sincerest hope and prayer that as we embark on this
new ecclesiastical year together, that we grow in faith and dedication to our Lord, to the Church
He established, to each other, and to our neighbors. Praying that we recommit ourselves to these
endeavors, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITpdc tov evAaféotatov Tepov KAnopov,

Tovg Evtipotdtovg Agxovtag tov Oikovpevikov uav Hatoupyetov,

Tovg ITpoédpoug kal td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac Ipoédpouvg kal td MéAN twv PLAomttwxwv AdeApotrtwy,

Tovg dvaokovtag kat dwaokopévous twv Katnyntkav kal EAANvikwv LxoAeiwy,

Tac Opyavwoeig g NeoAaiag kat dmav 10 Xpotemwvupov mAowpa twv evoeBav Op0oddEwv
Xototavawv g Tepac MntoomoAews Néag Tepoénc.

«EvAoynoov tov otépavov o0 éviavTov T1jG XpnototnTos Lov Kvpie»

(Kowawvucov g Tvdiktov)

Avyarm ol &év Xolot@ adeAgot,

H ameion ayabotta 100 Oeov pHAG AEwVveL Yk pio AkOUT QOQ& VA Atevioovpe TV
AvVAaToAN EVOC VEOL EKKANOLAOTIKOL £€tovg. Triv mewTn ToL unvog XemteuPoliov etvat 1) doxn
¢ Tvdlktov, 1 Omola amoteAel TV EKKANOLAOTIKY] TIQWTOXQOVLX, YEYOVOS TOU
ATIOTUTIWVETAL OTOVG EEALQETIKOVS DUVOUG Kal 010 ovvalaot tc Nuéoas. ‘H ExkAnola, wg
PLAOOTOQYT) HUNTEQQR, HAG KaAel kal pag mpoteémel va mpooevxnbovpe onpepa otov Koplo
V& eVDAOYTNOEL «TOV OTEQAVOV TOV EVIAVTOD TNG XpNnoTotnToc Tov», T véa dNAadY) XQovid.
KaAovuaote, Aotmtdv, 6Aot vd Anopovrjoovpe 6oa &QVNTIKA kal dLoAQETTA YEYOVOTA TOV
MaEeAOOVTOG E€Tovg PAg TaAaimwEnoay kKai va kaAwoogioovpe T6 véo €tog pe ailotodolia
Kal Eumotoovvn 0to OEANUa Tov O¢eov.

‘H anapxr, wotooo, avtng ¢ VEaS EKKANOLAOTIKNG TeQLOdOL Hag dlvel katl pia véa
evkapia va BepeAwwoovpe kal va eévagpovicovpe 1) Lot pag pé 1o BéAnua tov Kuplov
Nuwv Tnoov Xplotov, mov amoteAel, kKatd TOV TVELHATOPOQO ATtooToAo ITavAo, T atwvio
OepéAo xal tov «dkpoywviaio AiBo» g miotews pac. H €éAgvorn tov Xplotov 0tdv KOO0
amokaAve v «kawn Cwr», gykawialovtag évav kawvoveylo Teomo (wng yix Tov
avOowmo. O avOpwmog, Aowmdv, we Eupvxoc eikova tov Oeov, KaAeltal va Blwoel adTV )
véa «&v Xpotw Cwnp évtog g ExkAnolag, pé ) ovppetoxr) tov ot Aeitovoyikr) Cwn kal
OT& puoTELd ™G Katl Kuplwg oto pvoteo e Ociag Evxaplotiag. Avtrv v év Xolotw
éumelpla mooPadet eig 16 dinvekég 1 ExkAnotia kal pag kadel va ) (joovpe. Mid éumeota
7OV TQOTELVETAL «KATA YAPLY» OTOV XOIKO Kal MEMTWKOTA AvOQW™MO, Y& V& TOV 0dnyroeL
0ToV O€lo TEOOQLOUO TOV, TV £l00d0 TOoL 011 Bacdeia ToL Oeov Kal Tr) HeETOXT] TOL OTHV

atwvia kat aAnO v Cwn.
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Mé dpoour) v évapln g véag avTng EKKANOLXOTIKTG TTEQLODOV, WG TIVEVHATIKOS 0AG
natéoag, powadlopat pall oag TV TOAVTIKY dywvi HOU Y& THV TIVELUATIK)
avayévvnon g tomikng pag ExkAnolac. Av érmubvpovpe pi evAoynuévn Cwn pé eAmida
Yk 16 péAAOV, 0ag mapakaAw BeQua Katl oag MEOTEEMW VA amodexTtovpe TOV Inoov XpLoto
oAV TOV «dkpoywviaio AiBo» kal va otkodoprjoovpe 1) Cwn pag mavw o Avtov. EEdAAov,
KATA TOV ATTOOTOAWKO AOYO, «OeuéAov dAAov ovdeic dvvatar Oevar apd Tov Keipevoy, 0¢
éotiv Inoovg Xpiotoc». Xoewletal, Aowmov, kabnueowd va Tov miotevovue, va Tov
opoAoyovpue, va Tov dkoAovBovpe, va Tov ayanape kat va Covpe yU' Avtov. Tote Oa yivet

Kal yid pag moAvTinog Onoaveog yik to maov Kal 1) EATida pag yik to péAAov.
Ayamnrol pov adeAot,

Q¢ 'Emiokomdc oag, oag magakaA® Oeoud va datnorjoovpe adLAQENKTH TV EVOTNnTA
Hag kat va diax@uAafovpe aAwPnTa té Davika kat tic daxeovikég déleg, pé tig OToleg Hag

yaAovxnoav oé dVOKOAOUS XEOVOUG ol BeooeBels kKal xaplopatikol Teoyovol pac.

Evxopatr 6Advxa oé 6Aovg, «0 mMaAvTwv opat@v Kal dopatwv oVUTAVTOVPYOS Kol
ovvonuLovpyoc» Koglog, va @uAdttel kal v& mpootatevel TOV EAANVO06d0Eo Aad katl ™)
P 00eo Opoyéveld pac. Na pag aliwoel va Crjoovpe éva eDAOYNUEVO, CWTIOLO KAL EQNVLIKO
véo étoc. Nd katevOvvel td diafrjpata oag «eic tav Epyov dyabov kai evapeotov» Kal va

xapioet 0é OAovg pag aANO Y] mioTn, elAKELVT HETAVOLX KAl TTVEVUATIKT] TTQO0O.

Meta matouwav evxwv kal g €v Kvolw ayanng
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