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IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

Statement Concerning the Church of the Holy Savior at Chora
August 21, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

The Turkish government, after having illegally and unjustly claiming the Great
Cathedral of Agia Sophia as their own for use as a mosque, has sought to continue their
lawless and unconscionable actions by converting the Church of the Holy Savior in Chora
to a mosque. Though it was readily apparent even before this most recent affront that the
Turkish government will stop at nothing to advance their carefully crafted plans of
religious and cultural genocide against Orthodox Christians and Greek culture, this latest
abhorrent action proves to be nothing short of a vile assault against not just against all
Christians, but all people who treasure the principles of justice, peace, and religious
freedom.

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey strongly and unreservedly
condemns the actions of the Turkish government and calls upon the international
community to raise its voice against this most recent effort to appropriate and alter
religious and cultural history by converting the Church of the Holy Savior at Chora to a
mosque.

Turkey’s history of discriminatory actions against the ethnically Greek population
of Turkey is both profoundly disturbing and well-documented. Their blatant intent to
subjugate religious and cultural minorities — their own citizens — is their enduring legacy.
It is obvious that the only goal Turkey aims to accomplish is to completely eradicate
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Orthodox Christianity and exterminate any reference to the native population which
gave birth to the City of Cities, Constantinople.

Thus, it falls to us to bring this evil injustice to light so that people throughout the
world know of the wickedness which emanates from actions of the Turkish government.
Therefore, as Orthodox Christians, as descendants of the Byzantine cultural heritage, and
as people who love that which is good and just, I encourage you to raise your voices.
Raise your voices for our churches and monasteries. Raise your voices for religious
freedom. Raise your voices against the inequalities and cruelties perpetrated by the
Turkish government, namely Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Most
importantly, raise your voices in support of our Mother Church, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople, by which we are lovingly and spiritually sustained and
forever connected to the heart and apex of Orthodoxy.

My beloved in the Lord, we must not allow these malicious and dark forces to
perpetrate their hatred without speaking the truth and shedding light on this most
important issue. The desecration of Orthodox Churches and the continued persecution
of our Mother Church and Orthodox Christians throughout Turkey cannot and must not
be tolerated. Let us always keep in our most fervent prayers our beloved Mother Church,
our spiritual Father, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, and the
Church of the Holy Savior at Chora so that it will return to its original status, a Church.
Praying that the Theotokos, the Protectress of the Queen City of Constantinople, blesses
and is with you always, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+EVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ANAwon megt tng petatgont)s tns Movng tn¢ Xweag o€ TCaut
21 Avyovotov 2020

ITpog tov evAafBéotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovc Tpoédpoug kal T MéAN twv ExkAnowaotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tdc ITpoédpoug kal td MEAN twv Plomttwxwv AdeAgottwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kai dwdaokopévovs twv Katnyntikwv kal EAAnvikwv XxoAeiwv, Tag
Oopyavwoelg ¢ NeoAatag kal dmav 10 Xolotemwvupov A owpa Twv evoepav OpBodoEwv
Xowotiavav g Tepag MntoomdAews Néag Tepoéng.

Avyannrol pov adeA@ol,

‘H Tovpkikr) KvBéovnon, peta tv meooeatn maQdvourn kol AdKN HETATEOTN TG
MeydaAnc ExxkAnolag, tg Ayiag Xoglag oé TCaul, loxvolopevn 0Tt elxe 10 dikalwpa va to
neael Oewpwvtac OtLT) Ayia Logla To0g AviKel, EMDWKEL KAl TAAL TV OLVEXLOT) TWV AVOUWYV
Kal aovveldntwv évepyelwv g, petateénovtag kat v ExkAnoia tnc Metapop@aoews tov
Lwtneog XELotov g «Xweac» oé TCaul. BéPawa, axkoua kat motv v moaypatomnoinorn avtng
TS Kataloxvvng mea&ng, Ntav éugpavéotato otir) Tovokikr) KvBéovnom dév ntav duateOeipévn
VA OTAPATACEL TIV EQAQHOYN TV TTOVIOWV TNG OXEdlwV YA TV E£0vTwon katl Ty BonokevTikn
Kkal moArtiopikn yevoktovia twv Op0odolwv Xototiavawv katl tov ‘EAAnvikov IMoAwtiopov. "Etoy,
1N teAevtato avtr) drtexOrc medén émiBePaiwvet mepitoava Ot t) Tovpkia ovveyiCet Tv kKakor O
éniBeon évavtiov OXL HOVOV TV XooTlavwv dAA& kal k&Oe avOowmivng Umde&ews mOL
aywviCetat yik Tv datrjonon agxwv Kat davikwv, 6Tws g dikaloovVNG, TS elONVNG Kal TNg
Oonokevtikng éAevOepiag.

‘H Teod MntoomoAic Néag Tepoéng katadwalet éviova kal amegigpoaota avTég Tig
aviepeg évépyeteg e Tovpkung KuBéovnong kal kadetl v AteOvry Kowvétnta va Opwoet tv
VT NS &vavtiov avTtng t¢ mEdoeatns mpoomdOetag tc Tovokilag v o@eteplotel Kal v
aAAGEel v Opnokevtikn kal moAlrtilopkn otopia, petatoémoviac kal v ExkAnola tng
Metapogpwoews Tov Lwtreog XoLotov g «Xwoag» oé TCapul.

Lric oeAideg g totopiag g Tovpkiag eivat KatayeyQappéves avaplOuntes moa&elg
AYQLOTNTAC KAl Oelpag adKlwv mEog tov EAANVIKO mAnOuoud. Movadukr] kAngovoulk g
Tovgkiag ava ToUg atwveg dmoteAet 1) ovvexnc kal pox0nor meodeon e va kabvmotdéet tic
Oonokevtikéc kKal MOALTIOUIKES HEOVOTNTEG, OV HAALoTa amoteAovv péAN e Tovoxikng
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Kowwviag, wg katowkol ¢ Xweag avthc. Eivat dé mpopavég 6Tt povadikog otoxog tc Tovokiag
elvat va Eepulaoet evteAws kaOe otoryelo OpB0dOEOL XQLOTIAVIOHOV Kal V& dmaryoQevoel kKO
avaooa otov  ynyevy mAnOvopo g, mov yévvnoe tv IIoAn tov IloAswv, TV
KwvotavtivovmoAn.

Q¢ éx TovTOov, 1) €VOVVN TIOV Hag AvaAoyel elval V& @EQOVHE 0TO PGS AVTEG TG TOVNQEG
npd&els, wote 0 KOopog va kataAaBet EmitéAovg T BoeAvod oX €01 OV TTeQLEXOLV Ol EVEQYELEG
avtéc e Tovokikng Kupéovnone. Eueic, oi OpbddoLor Xpowotiavol, wg KANEovopor g
BuCavtivng moArtiopkng KAngovopag, katl wg avOpwmot mov ayamovpe kat otneilovpe 1o
KaAO kal 0 dlkalo, 0ag mMaQAKAA® Kat 0 MEOTEEMW VA DIPWOOLHE TO AVACTNHA KAL TIG pwVEG
nac. N& Opwoovpe Tic @wvég pag évavtiov Twv aviocottwyv kal TV AyQLOTHTwV Tov
drartpdtTovtat o trjv Tovpkur) KuBéovnon, kal ovykexoipéva arnd tov Ipdedoo g Tovokiag
PetCém Tayirnt Egvtoyav. Kvgiwg dpwg, va Opaoovpe Tic pwvég pag wote va rtootnoléovpe katl
va mpootatépovpe v Mntéoa ExkAnoia, 16 Oikovpeviko Iatoinpxeio KwvotavtivovmoAews,
0 OO0 WG 1] KOQUPY], HAG Koata évwpévoug pé v Op00d0E0 pag miotn kal datneel v
TIVELHATIKT) pag Vyela.

Ayarmtol pov adeA@ol, 0év mEéTel V& ETUTOEPOVUE 0€ AVTEG TIC TOVIQEG KAl OKOTELVEG
OUVAUELS V& TIOAYHATOTIOW)OOLY TA ULOT)TX TOUG OXEdWK, WAWVTAS TTAVTOTE TNV YAwooa TNg
aAnBewac kal @owrtiCoviag k&be mrtuxr] TOL OTOLdAOL AVTOL CNTHATOS. Aév TEEMEL V&
avexOovue dAAo v dmoiegomoinon twv Op00d6EwV ExkAnowv pag kat v ovvexr] diwén tov
Otovpevicov pag Iatouxpyeiov, ano pépovg g Tovokiag. Lag magakaA® v €XOUHE TAVTOTE
otic mEooeLXEC pHag TV ayannuévn pag Mntéoa ExkAnola, kat tov Ivevpuatkod pag Iatépa,
tov [Mavaywwtato Otkovpevid pag Iatoudoxn k.kx. BagboAopaio, kal v magakaAéoovpe TOv
Kvoio yid v ExkAnoia ¢ Metapog@ooews tov Lwthneog XLoTov, wote va Eroteéet Kol
TIAAL 0TIV TTEONYOUHEVT] KATAOTAON, dNAadr) va mapapeivel Tepog Nade.

Evxopevog 6mwe 1) Ymegayia Oeotokog, 1) Yméouaxoc Lroatnyos kat Ilpootdtida g
Bao\dog twv TToAewv, g KwvotavtivovnoAews, va oag evAoyel kal va eivat pall oag
TIAVTOTE, OLATEAQ

Metd matowng ayAamnng kal damvowy VXYWV
O MHTPOITIOAITHXZ
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