GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHUTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

Pentecost 2018

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan
Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and
Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all
Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities
of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

“When the Most High God came down and confused the tongues, He divided the
nations. When He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all to unity. And with
one voice we glorify the all-holy Spirit.”

My Beloved,

Having recently celebrated the conclusion of the Paschal season, we find ourselves at
the feast of Pentecost in which God manifests His love for us and for all people by sending
down upon us the Holy Spirit. Today, we bear witness to the revelation of the Church in history
through the continuation of Christ’s ministry. We are thus given the commandment to “Go
forth, therefore, and to make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19) as an indication that the gift of
salvation which has been extended to us is to be shared with all people.

Though we have received the command to “Go forth”, our Lord does not intend for every
person to literally leave their home in an effort to comply with this instruction, but it is clear
that Christ has given each of us varying abilities so as to build up the Body of Christ for as we
see in St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, “Areall apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all
interpret? But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way” (1 Cor. 12:29-
31). Thus, we must discern in which way God wants us to serve His Church so that through
our love and desire to serve Him we may, in turn, “Go forth” with our hearts and make
disciples.

Though seemingly a daunting task, God enables us to fulfill this commandment even
by living in a Christ-like manner so that, through our actions, we may serve as an example to
others not for our own glory, but for the glory of God. The society and nature of the times in
which we live, however, do not seem to permit us the convenience of living a Christ-like life,
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thus, we must always be vigilant and strive towards this spiritual excellence by strengthening
our prayer life and our sacramental life.

Above all, it is imperative to recognize the power of the Holy Spirit within our lives and
within the life of the Church. It was the Holy Spirit that enabled the disciples to go forth and
begin their apostolic mission. It is the Holy Spirit that has guided the Fathers of the Church in
ensuring the orthodoxy of our doctrine. It is the Holy Spirit that has directed the saints over
the centuries to pour down upon us their knowledge through their actions, their writings, and
their lives so that we may partake of their wisdom. It is the Holy Spirit which accompanies
each of us in our baptism as we shed the old self and we put on Christ. It is the Holy Spirit that
at every liturgy consecrates our offering of bread and wine so that it may become the Body and
Blood of Christ.

It is with these thoughts, my beloved in the Lord, that I implore you to hold fast to this
commandment and fulfill it by living a Christ-like life. Thus, we will be able to make disciples
of all nations and the Holy Spirit will allow us to transcend the bounds of divided nations and
instead transform us into a united community of faithful in Christ. Praying that the Holy Spirit
guides you to the ineffable glory of our Lord, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ 2l e frryrn s Fomr Lol

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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IToog tov evAaPéotartov Tepdv KAnpov,

Tovg Evtiypotdtovg Agxovtag tov Otkovpevikov Nuav Iatoupyetov,

Tovg ITpoédpovg kat 1 MéAN twv ExkAnowxotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédpovg katl tad MéAN twv Plomtxwv AdeAgotTwy,

Tovg dvaokovtag kat dwaokopévoug twv Katnyntikwv kat EAANvikwv LxoAelwy,

Tac Ogpyavwoeg tmc NeoAalag xal amav 16 XQLOTETMWVUHOV TANOWHA TWV EVOEPWV
0Op00d6Ewv Xplotixvawv g Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng.

.. kol Ilveopa dyov v év 1w Hatpi, ovv Yiw do&alouevov

(Aofaotikdv MeyaAov Eomepvov ITevinkootng)

Ayammtol év Xolot@ adeAgot.

‘H ITevtnkoot Nuéoa amo 16 [Taoxa, onpatodotel ) @avEéQwor kat t dweed tov Ayiov
[Tvebpatog otov kOO0 kal xagaktnoiletal wg 1) YevéOAlog fuéoa s ExxkAnolag, yi' avtd
Kal €optaletatl pe uwiteon Aapmpot)ta. ‘H kabodog tov Ayiov Ilvedpatog «&v eidet
TVPIV@Y YAwoowv» €mi Tdg KEPAAAS TV ATOOTOAWY OAOKATQWVEL TO TIEO ALVWV TXEDL0
¢ Ociag Oikovouiac. Kata v fuéoa avt), ékmAnowvetal 1) vtéoxeon tov Kvgiov 6t 04
oteldet «dAAov TlapaxAntov... 10 Ilvevua tnc dAnBeiac», vk va katevOovver kal va
OUYKQOTEL pE TV évomowmTikn) Tov dvvaur 0AokANEo 10 cwpa s ExkAnolac. Té Gipoto
avTO YeYovog, e Empoltrioews tov Ayiov Ilvevpatog, xapwoe otovg AmootoAovg v
TIVEVHATLKT) TOUG avayEévvnon kal 1) duvatotnta va knovéovv oé 0An tv otkovpévn 1o
XQXQUOOULVO punvupa g Avaotdoews tov Kvplov, é€ayyéAAovteg 1) Yvwor) Tov Oeov kal té
nvotoewx e Baowketag Tov.

To Avyio ITvevua, 16 6T0l0 «Emednjunoey v koouw», dév eival pila apnonuévn évvoly,
AAAG «jv €v Tt Ilatpi, ovv Yiw do&alopevov», ws o toito MEdowTo tM¢ Ayiag Opoovolov
kal Adapétov Towadog. ‘H Oedmvevotn méva twv DUvoyQapwv, péoa anod trv DUVoAoyia
NG NHEQAS, HAS ATIOKAAVTITEL TOV TTAOVTO TV OE0AOYIKOV OTOXAOHWV TOUS Y& T0 AYyio
[Tvevua, to Omolo xapaktnoilletar wg «o Onoavpoc twv dyabwov kai Cwnc xopnyoc»,
«avtdyabov kai mnyn dyabotntoc», «Cwn kai Cworoiovv», toviCovtag tn Cwomold kal
ayaboTmolo evépyewx tov Ayiov ITvevpatos. Té Ayio Ilvevpa, Aomov, mEoQLAGCOEeL TOV
avOowmo amd Tl mayideg TOoU dxPOAoL kal TOV KabOodnyel oTr)v ToEEel TOL TEOG T
Baorela tov Ocov, émpépet v Evotnta otv ExkAnoia kat évegyel péow twv Muvotnoiwv.
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Xdon omv aopatn énevéQgyeta toL Aytov ITvevpatog, 6Aa td Muotpwa g OpboddEov
ExxAnoiac pag Oewpovviatl cwotikd, d0TL owlovv PuXIKA kKol CWHATIKA TOV avOewTO.
Ortav dé 0 avBowmog déxetat allwg ™ xaon twv Muotnolwv, Aapupdvet kal todg kaQmovg
oL Ayiov Ilvevparog, ot omotot kata tov AmdéotoAo IlavAo eivar: «dyann, xapa, eipnvn,
paxpoOvuia, xpnototne, dyaboovvn, miotic, mpaotne, &ykpatewa» (TaA. 5, 22). Aot 1
o@oayda tov Ayiov ITvevpatog, ol kapmoi dNAadn mov xapillet 0é Goovg €éAevOeoa TO
déxovrta, «yaAnvouoppov éktedel Ty kapdiav». AnAadr), cOppwva pé Tov otixo tov Kavova
¢ €0QTIG, £VEQYEL OTOV AVOQWTIO TROTPEQOVTAG TOL YaAN VT Kal njoepia, TOv eEwpailel,
OV ayalel kat tov kafota vaod &yto g Oclag Xaprtog. ‘Omnov, Aowntdv, kvolxpxet o Aylo
[Tvevua, €kel Boloketal Kat 1) moaypatikn €v Xolot éAevOegia kal 6 avOowmog, xweic va
XAOEL T WBaitepa MEOoWTIKA TOL Yvwolopata, yivetal, cOppowva pe tov Méya BaoiAeio,
AANOLVA TVELHATOPOQOG, TVELUATOKIVITOG Kkal 0e0@OEog, kKabwWS PLwvel TNV TEOCWTILKT)
tov [Tevinkoot).

Avyammntol pov adeAgot,

‘H peydAn Aeomotwkr) éogtr) ¢ Ilevinkootng pag kadel va €épOovpe kovta otov Oeod
Kal va ytvoupe doxela ¢ Cwomotov kal aylxotikng dvvaung tov Ayiov ITvevpatos. Ag
TIAQAKAAETOVUE €DK ONpeQa TOV «dya0o TlapaxkAnto» v dexOel «TAC YOVUTETELS NUWY
denoeic» kal va katavydoel Tic kaQoLEg pag pé Oelo pwg.

Q)¢ Emiokomog kal MVELHATIKOS 0ag MATEQAS, eVXOMAL Kal TTQOTEVXOUAL, 1] XAQLS TOV
Ayiov ITvevpatog va pag gowtiCet kal va pag kabodnyel péoa otrv moAvewvia kal ™
oUyxXvon MOV ETUKQATEL OTOV KOOUO Hac. Nd pag emoktdlet kal va delyvel mMAvToTe TV
aANOel, TEOPULAATOOVTAG HAG ATO TiC TAGVES kKal &Ttd Tl mayideg Tov €x0p0v. Nd pwrtiCet
Vv Ua&n) pag, va aywalet ) Cwr) Hag Katl va meoo@égel 0é 0Aovg pag Tr) fepfatdtnta e
Avaotaoews kat g owTnolag. Apnv.

Meta matowav evxwv kal g €v Kvolw ayanng
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