GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MuaTPOIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

May 23, 2018

To the Reverend Clergy, Esteemed Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Members of the
Metropolis and Parish Councils, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods and the devoted Greek Orthodox
Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

This past Saturday, the joyous 2018 Commencement Exercise and celebrations of our
beloved Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology were marred
when one of the invited speakers, Mr. Efstathios Valiotis, the recipient of an “Honorary
Doctorate,” from our School, took the opportunity to slander our Mother Church, the Holy
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. And this, while he was expressing his “gratitude”
for the high honor bestowed upon him by one of the flagship institutions of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America and, by extension, of the Ecumenical Patriarchate itself. It is here, at this
sacred venue, this Greek Orthodox Institution of Higher Learning and the only Greek Orthodox
College and School of Theology in the Western Hemisphere, which for almost eight decades has
been educating and preparing the Reverend Clergy of the Church at large, that the honoree
brazenly declared that our Archdiocese should immediately sever Her ties with the Patriarchate
and declare autocephaly.

I, as the Metropolitan of this sacred Metropolis of New Jersey, an Eparchy of the
Ecumenical Throne in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, reject and denounce the
position and statements of Mr. Valiotis, who’s sentiments against the Ecumenical Patriarchate
are very well known, as he has vocalized them repeatedly and publicly over the past decades.
In addition, I denounce the silence of those present at the graduation, as Mr. Valiotis was
allowed to offer this most deplorable speech without interruption or objection.

We, the Clergy and Laity, of the Sacred Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey affirm
our support and our continued devotion to the Mother Church of Constantinople, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the Spiritual
Leader of over 300 million Orthodox Christians throughout the world. Our Mother Church is
already beleaguered and, in the words of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
lives in a state of martyrdom, yet, it continues to unceasingly offer martyria to the divine and
sacred Truths of the Gospel of Christ to the four corners of the world. Unlike Arius, Nestorius
and all Heretics, who fought against the teachings and traditions of our Orthodox Faith from
within, we the faithful Orthodox Christians of this sacred Metropolis, who have received and
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felt the motherly embrace and love of our Mother Church of Constantinople, must remain united
and vocal in expressing our love, convictions and support for our Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
Center of worldwide Orthodoxy. In light of recent developments in the Archdiocese, we should
be thankful that we are led and overseen by, and are accountable to, the Ecumenical Throne of
Constantinople.

As a spiritual son of the Ecumenical Patriarchate since birth, as a clergyman for more than
thirty years and as your Metropolitan for the past fifteen, I was most disconcerted by Mr.
Valiotis” statement that the Ecumenical Patriarchate is a Church “without purpose or mission.”
To the contrary, the unceasing labors of our Spiritual Leaders and Patriarchs and the devoted
Hierarchy of the Church of Constantinople throughout the centuries, especially during these
past 27 years under the Leadership of His All Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, to
establish Orthodoxy here in America and everywhere are the very enactment of the mission of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which has never been simply a local Church in Constantinople, but
is rather the focus of Orthodox unity around the globe.

A Church without purpose would not endeavor to convene the Great and Holy Council
of 2016. A Church without mission would not be shepherding the growth of Orthodoxy on five
continents and among many nations. A Church without a mission or purpose would not
resurrect the holy Metropolises of Smyrna, Prousa, Kydonion, and Selyvria over the past decade,
and establish the new Metropolises of Canada, Mexico, Buenos Aires, Spain and Portugal, Hong
Kong, Singapore, and Korea over the past twenty years. Furthermore, Mr. Valiotis” statement
that the Ecumenical Patriarchate is a Church “without a flock” is preposterous and false; as the
faithful of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, as well as millions of Orthodox
Christians in the United States of America and throughout the world, both Greek and non-
Greek, consider themselves the sheep of that Ecumenical flock.

As your Metropolitan and Spiritual Father, I pray that we all remain united in Christ, as
one, in our faithfulness and devotion to Christ’s Holy Church and to our Apostolic inheritance
which stems from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. We as Orthodox Christians living in America
must regard our Mother Church with gratitude for She has guided our growth and prosperity
thus far, and will continue to do so in the future. We must not follow one’s matricidal feelings
or sentiments, but rather as loving children, we must support our Mother, who continues to
embrace all of us, keeping us united in the Faith, shining forth the light which illumines our
heart and our lives, the light which radiates from the ever-glowing and radiant Phanar in
Constantinople.

As we approach the great feast of Pentecost, when the nations of the world were united
through the descent of the Holy Spirit, we must be proud and maintain our allegiance to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate for it is truly exactly that, Ecumenical and a loving mother which unites
us in Orthodox service to our One Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



Praying that the All-Holy Spirit continue to be and dwell in and through us as faithful
members of the Great and Holy Church of Christ and the Mother Church of Constantinople.

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
/bé e ,W—C«' Yo Cgm.,-7 T SO

+EVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

ITedc toVv evAaféotato Tegd KAngo,

Tovg Evtipotatovg Agxovtag tov Oikovpevikov pag Ilatgiagxeiov,

Tovg ITgoédgovg kai Tt MéAN twv ExkAnoiaotikwv ZvppovAiwy,

Tag IIgoédgovg kai T MéAN twv Prlontwxwv AdedgotnTwy,

Tovg didaokovtag kai didaokopévovg twv Katnxnukwv kai EAAnvikwv XxoAeiwv,
Tic Ogyavwoelg tTng Neodaiag kai dnav 16 XQLOTEMWVUHOV MAT|QWHA TWV eVTEPWV
‘000000&wv Xprotiavav tng Tegag Mntgomodrews Néag Tepoéng.

Ayamnrol &év XpLote adeAgot,

To mepaopévo LaPPato, ot xappoovves ExdnAwoels katd v Amogoitnorn tov
neoo@Aovg pag EAAnvikov KoAAeyilov kat tg Tepag OeoAoywkng LyxoAng tov Tiulov
Ltavpov Bootwvng apavowdnkav 0tav €vac ék TV TEOOKEKANHEVWY OpANTOV, O K.
EvotaOiog BaAwtng, meog tov 0moto Amovepr)0nKe TUNTIk@s «Aaktookd AlMAwpa» &1
Vv XX0AN Hag, &dpafe NG evkalolag v omelon ovkopavtieg eig Baoog g Mntodc
ExxAnoiag, tov Otkovpevikov pag Iatouxpyelov KwvotaviivovntoAews. Tovto 0 ouvéPn
KATA TV DLAQKELX TNG TTQOTPWVTOEWS TOL 0¢ EVOELET «EUYVWHOOUVTG» DLk TV DIoTn T
Vv omoia EAafe amo 16 Tepd Kabidovua ¢ Tepag pag AQXLETILOKOTNG, KAl KATA CLVETIELR
a6 10 Oikovpeviko pag Iatouagyelo. é avtdv 10 ted tomo, Omov oteyaletal Td Hovadiko
‘EAANV000600E0 Exmadevtikod Tdpvpa 016 Avtikd Huopalolo, 6ov yid meQloootepes amno
OKTW dekaeTieg yaAovxnOnoav ot evAaféotator KAnpwot g ExkAnoiag év Apeour) kKat év
vével, petadoOnke kat diatoavawOnke 1) Wéa T0L TePAOHOL Kal TG APOOLWOEWS TEOS TO
Oikovpevikd pac Ilatouapxeio, kal ot adudoenktotr deopol g Ouyateds, Tepag

ApxLeTlokomng ApeQukng pet Avtov.

ITooowmikwg, kal wg 6 MntoomoAitng t¢ Tepac MnroomoAews Néag Tepoéng, g
Enagxiac tov Xemtov Oikovpevikov Opovov otrv Tepdx Apxlemiokort) ApeQLKng,
AToEEIMTW Kal katayyéAw tic Oéoeig kal dnAwoelc tov k. BaAwwtn, tov oOmolov T
ovvaloOuata évavtiov Tov Otkovpevikov pag Iatouxgxeiov elvat yvwota kat moAAakig
datvntwpeva dMUooiws kata 16 maeAOov. EmumAéov, katayyéAw v owwTtr] ékelvwv ol
Ntav maQovtes katd v TeAet) Amogoitroews kat Emétoedav otov k. BaAwotn va

amevOvVN ™V dmoTEdTALX AVTH) OUALX, XWOIS VA AVTIOEATOLYV 1] V& TOV dlakdpouv.
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O tepog KAnpog katl 6 Aadg ¢ Tepag MnroomoAewe Néag Tegoéng éxgpodlovpe v
OLUTIAQAOTAOT] kKal ovvexn a@oolwon pag mEoc TV Mntépa ExxkAnoiav g
Kwvotavtivovnmodews, 10 Oilkovpevikd Ilatouxpxeto, wat mpodc tov Ilavaywwtato
Oucovpeviko Tlatoudoxn k.x. BapOoAopaio, tov ITvevpatwko Hyétn 300 wkal mAcov
éxatoppvolwv OpBodotwv avda v owkovpévn. ‘H Mntéoa ExxkAnoia av kal Poloketal
OLVEXWS TOALOQKNUEVT), Kal kata Tov Adyo tov Ilavaywwrtdtov Oikovpevikov Hag
ITatoudoxov k.k. BagBoAopaiov, vmagxovoa €&v «uaQtuoiw», ouvvexllel V& TQEOOTPEQ)
«papTulor Twv Oelwv katl legwv AANOewv Tov EvaryyeAiov tov ITnoov Xplotov otd mépata
toU k6opov. Ev avtiBéoet mpodc tovg Apeto, Neotdplo kal 6Aovg ToUg alQeoLAQXES, OV
noAéunoav évavtiov twv daokaAlwv kat twv mapaddcewv e Opboddfov Iliotews €k
TV €0w, EUELS, ol iotol OpBodoLol Xplotiavol g Tepag tavtne MntoomoAews, Cwvteg TV
OTOQY! TNG MNTOWKNG AaykaAwag tne Mntoog ExkkAnolag e KwvotaviivovmoAews,
opeldovue va magapeivovpe Evwpévor peT ADTIG kal V& dATEAVWOOUHE -OTEVTOQIA TN
PWVT)- TV AYATN, TV 7ot Kat tv oteLér] pag meog tov Otkovpeviko pag Iatowxpyelo,
10 Lemtd Kévrpo g Otkovpevikng OpBodoliag. Towxitépws d¢, kat avtr) v meplodo Twv
MoAAWV €€eAiewv omyv Tepa Apxlemiokort), o@elAovpe V& elpaote e0YVWHOVES Ol TV

ka0odrynon katl éniBAeymn v émolav pag magéxel 10 Okovpevikdv Iatoiagyelov.

Q¢ mvevpatiko tékvo tov Otkovpevikov Tatouxgyelov €k yevetng, wg KAnoucode émi
ToldKkovTa Kal mAéov €tn, kal wg MntoomoAiltng oag €mi dexamévia €tr), MEAYUHATL
TaQdxOnka ano tig atvxeic dMNAwoels toL k. BaAwwtn 61t 16 Otkovpeviko Iatouxpxeto elvat
ExxAnoia «xwoeic oxkomo 1) anootoAn». ‘OAwg avtifétwe, da twv adaxdnwyv pox0wv kal
oYwv twv pakagotwyv Ivevpatwov pag Hyetwv kal g dpoowwpévne Tepapgxiag g
ExxAnoiac mg Kwvotavtivovmodews ava tovg aiwvag, Wuitata d¢, kata v Emt
eikootenttaetioa oent) Iowavtopla katl Hyeola tov Iavaywwtdtov Olkovpevikov Hag
ITatoidoxov k.k. BapBoAouaiov, tov Iatoidoxov tov I'évoug, £dpaiwdnice 1 OpBodolia otrv
Apeowkt] kal dAAaxoL w¢ AANOwog okomog kal A&mootoAr] tov OIKOUHEVIKOD HAG
[Tatoixpxeiov, 1t Omoio dév Umnefe moté pia tomikr) ExkAnola megroguopévn otrv
KovotavtivoomoAn, dAA& elxe mMAVTOTE OTQAUMEVT] TV HEQLUVA TOL TEOG TV £VOTNTA TG
Op0odollag mayroopiwg.

Mia ExxAnoia xwols okomo dév 0a emixewpovoe v ZUykAnon te MeyaAng kat
Ayiag Xvvodov 16 2016. Mia ExkAnoia xwols okomod 0év Oa duamolpaive v dlaQKws
av&avouévn Opbodolia eig tic mévte Hmelpovg kat o€ dixgogetikovg Aaovg kat £€0vn. Mix
ExxAnoia xwoelc okomo 0év Oa ntav duvatd va avaomon tic Tepéc MntoomoAelg otrv
Zuvovn, [Moovoa, Kudwvieg, kal ZnAvfoia kata v teAevtaia dekaetia, kal va OQUOT) VEES
MntoomoAeic otov Kavadad, MeEucd, Mmovévog Aipeg, Tortavia kat IToptoyaAia, Xovyk
Koévyk, Zivykamovon kal Kogéa kata v teAevtaia eikooacetia. [Tepattéow, 1) dMAwon tov
K. BaAwwm o6tt 1o Oikovpevikd Ilatouxpxeto eivar ExkAnola «xwelc molpvio» elvat



nagAaAoyog kat Pevdr|g, kabotL 16 MANowua g Tepac MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng, 6mwg
kal ékatoppvolx OEB0dOEWV Xolotiarvwy otV Apegukr] kal ava tov kéopo, ‘BEAANveg kat
U1, viwoovy, kat etvat to Aoyucd moipvio tov Otkovpevikov Tatouxpyelov.

‘OAot pag, éyw wg 6 MntoomoAitng kat INvevpatikog oag Iatépag, kat 0 Tepog
KAnpgog kai 0 Aadg g evAoynuévne avtng Tepag Emagyiag tov Oikovuevikov Gpovou,
napapévouvpe Evwpévol €v Xootw, kal dpoowwpévol otrv Ayia Avtov ExkAnoila kai v
AmootoAkt) mapadoor), 1) omoia mnyalet €k tov Otkovuevikov pag Iatoixpxeiov. Qg
Op00odocot Xpotiavol év Apeukr), opeidovue va elpaote eVYVWHOVES TEOG TV Mntéoa
ExxAnoia kal va myv meopaAAovpe pé oefacuo kal agooiwon, dw0tt Exetvn mdvtote
HEQLUVA YA TV TIVEVHATIKT] HAG KaAALEQy el kal katdk Oeov avEnomn kat 0 10 meattel kal
0t0 HEAAOV. AcC PNV OLUMEQLOMAOTE TEOOWTIKES ATOYELS, Aakoun kal pnTeaAlwv
(UnTEoKTOVA) cLvaloOUaTa avOPWTIWV XwEIS €peloua Kal Aoyikn, AAA& we ayamwvta
tékva va omnpiCovpe v Mntépa pag, 1 omoia ovvexilet v aykaAialet ToOg TAVTES, UE
TVeELUA EVOTNTOS Kal miotews, @wtiCovtac tig Puxés kal v Cwnv 0Awv dik ToL LEQOV
ewtog, TO Omolo mavtote O mnydln €k tov  @eyyoBoAov  Davagiov TG
KowvotavtivourtoAewa.

Kabwg éyyiCovpe v peyaAn £optn g ITevinkootng, étav td €0vn évawbOnkav dik
¢ kataméupews tov Ayiov [Tvevpatog, &g elpaote DmeQr@avol kal &G dIXTNET)OOVUE THV
a@ooiwon pag meog to Otkovpevikd pag Iatouxpxeto, 16 OTIOI0 ATOTEAEL TV OLKOVUEVIKT
Kal dANO v Mntépa, 1) oTola Evavel k&Ttw Ao Tic MTéQuYES TNG 6A0UG, 1é HOVAdIKO OKOTIO
Vv dakovia tov Kvglov kal Lwtneog pag Tnoov Xplotov.

Evxopevog 6mtwg 16 [avayio ITvevpa ovvexiCet va KATOKEL HEOA HAG WG TTLOTA UEAT
s Ayiag tov Xpwtov MeydAng ExkAnolag, g Mnrtéoac pac ‘ExkAnoiag g

KowvotavtivovrtoAewg, dixteAw

Meta matokng ayamng kal evxwv,

O MHTPOIIOAITHX
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1O Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOX



