GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

Pentecost 2019

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities of our Holy Metropolis of New
Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

Much like the Apostles two thousand years ago, we gather together in one place
praying for and awaiting the descent of the Holy Spirit, the Paraklete who is also the One
who distributes gifts to each person. The Apostles were promised by the Lord that He
would send a Comforter, the ten days between His Ascension and the day the Holy Spirit
descended, the Apostles must have felt somewhat bewildered as if something was
lacking. When, however, the Holy Spirit came down upon them, “They saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:3-4).

This incredible event relayed to us through Holy Scripture may be difficult to
image, but we seldom realize that we experience Pentecost at every Divine Liturgy. The
Pentecost of the Apostles was an event that saw each of them, gathered in unity, being
given gifts from the Spirit. Today we find ourselves, like the Apostles, “together in one
place” (Acts 2:1). The place in which we gather is not just the church as a physical
structure, but we gather together as a community offering bread and wine to be
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the Body and Blood of Christ. The Holy Spirit
descended today, just as it does at every Divine Liturgy, to accomplish this miracle so
that, in partaking of the Body of Christ, we as a united community are transformed into
the Body of Christ.

The reception of Holy Communion is not the end of our engagement as Orthodox
Christians. In addition, we are grated certain gifts from the Holy Spirit just like the
Apostles so that we may preach the Gospel of Christ. This does not necessarily mean that
all of us are called to the same ministry as the Apostles were, for as we see St. Paul say,
“Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts” (1 Cor.
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12:29-31). Nevertheless, we are all called to serve Christ and His Church. Therefore, our
participation in the Eucharist is also our pledge to continue the earthly ministry of Christ
with the gifts presented to us by the Holy Spirit. Thus, we become tools by which the
Holy Spirit calls together the scattered nations so that we all may, in unity, partake of the
same Body and Blood transformed by the Spirit.

My beloved children in the Lord, by exercising these gifts we are not just meant to
bring in those who find themselves outside the fold of the Orthodox Church, but by using
our gifts, we draw ourselves closer to Christ by bringing into action our Orthodox
Christian faith. This must be combined with attending the divine services, developing a
stronger prayer life, practicing almsgiving, expressing humility, showing forgiveness,
and always conveying love for one’s neighbor. Praying that we may fully utilize the gifts
granted to us by the Holy Spirit and become an icon of the unity we see in the Holy
Apostles, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ el e frsrypmC Yo Lol

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey



GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHuaTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

ITpdg tov evAaféotatov Tepov KAnov,

Tovg ITpoédpoug kat 1 MéAN twv ExkAnowxotucwv ZuupovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédpoug kat 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kai dwaokopévouvg twv Katnyntkawv kal EAAnvikwv LxoAeiwv, Tag
Opyavawoeig g NeoAalag kal amav 16 XQlotetawvupov mANewpa twv evoePav Op0odoEwv
Xowotavwv g Tepag MntoomoAewe Néag Tepoéng.

«To Ilvevpua 6ov 10 ayrov un avtavéAns ag’ nuwv, deouela iAavOpwmne»
(Ztixneo wiopeAo éomeprvov Ievinkootnc)

Ayamnrol év Xolotw adeAgol,

[Tevnvta Nupéoec petd ™) Aapmpo@opo Avaotaorn tov Kvpiov, 1) ExkkAnoia poag pé
Oaitepn AapumEotTa €0QTalel TO HOVAdIKO yYeyovos Thg Avyiag ITevtnkootng, katd v
omola ovvteAéotnke 1 k&Oodog tov Ayiov ITvevuatos. H Muéoa avtr), ovupwva pé v
000000&N BeoAoykn) daokaAila, dmoteAel ) YevéOALo Nuéoa g ExkAnoiag, kabwg tote,
Héow tov Ayiov ITvevpartog, drmokaAveOnNKkav otovg padntéc tov Tnoov oé 6An tovg TV
Extaon «td mepl e Pacideiac tov Ocov» (IToa. a, 3). O Kiglog mavia piAovoe otovg
naOntéc Tov yid 16 Ayio ITvevpa kat tovg vmooxé0nke 6tL O& oteidet «dAAov TlapaxAntov»
(Iw. ©', 16), 16 Ilavayio ITvevua, mov O ovveyioet 16 €oyo Trg Ociag Owcovopiag. Trv D
vmooxeon enavéAafe kal Atyo otv v AvaAnymn Tov, Aéyovtag «idov éyw dmootéAAw Ty
énayyediav to0 matpoc uov é@’ vuac vueic 6¢ xabioate év 11 model Tepovoainu Ewc ov
&vdvonoBe dvvauy &€ Dpovc» (Aovk. kd', 49) dNAAdY), €yw 0ag OTéAVW TwEa avTO TIOV
vTtoox€0nKe 0 ovpaviog Iatépag, dnAadn o ITvevua 16 Ayio, Yid va oag pwtilet kal v oag
EVIOoXVEL 0TO ATOOTOALKO 0aG €QY0" €0¢lS, AoLmov, peivete otV mOAN ¢ TepovoaAnu péxot
va éfomAloteite pE dUvVAUN ATd TOV ovEAVO Kal va dexOelte v émupoltnon tov Ayiov
[Tvevpatoc.

To Ayio ITvevpa 6pwg dév eival kdmota Amedowrr dLvVaUn ToL Beov, OTws PAdoEnUA
ddaokav kat ovvexilovv va dIDAOKOLY Ol AVA TOUG alwVeS TVELHATORAXOL allpeTikol. Etvat
10 TOlTO MEOoWTO TN Ayiag Totddog, Oedc AANOLVAG, doTL petéxel ¢ Oelag ovolag looTiHa
ué tov Iatéoa kat tov Yio, katl ovvexiCel 1O ATOAVTEWTIKO £0YO0 TOL XQLOTOL UETA TV ElG
Ovpavoug AvaAnym Tov. Awxxéet Tic AkTIOTEG dwEEEC TOL B0V 0TOVS AVOEWTIOUVS KAl elvat
0 MEAYHATIKOG TeAeTOoLEYOC TV Tepwv Muvotnpiwv ¢ ExkAnolac pag, péow twv 6moiwv
ol motol aywxlopaote kai owlopaote. KaOe Pamtiopévos xootiavog yivetat vaog tov
Avyiov [Nvevpatog, 6mwg voyapuiCel 0 amootoAog ITavAog Aéyovtag T «ovk oidate 0TL TO
oopa duwv vaoc tov ayiov Ilvevuatoc éotiv» (A'Kop. ot', 19), mpotpémoviag tovg
XOLOTLAVOUG VA dDLATIEOVV TO OWHA TOUS KaBapo amo tév pvmo g apaptiac. H xdolg tov
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Avytov INvevpatog meoopépetat TAoOLOLOTIAQOXAX ¢ OAOVG KAl «0DOEVOC ATIEOTL TWV BVTWY»,
OnAadn 0év amoxwolletal kavéva KTloUa, Kal DATéQws kavévay avOpwmo, 6Ttwg ToviCel 0
&ylog Maé&pog 6 opoAoyntng.

I'a& va katavorjoovpe Gpws v Evépyeta oL Aylov Ivevuatog kat va ytvouvpe dektukol
¢ Oelag avng EAAGpEwG, xoetdletal va €xovpe ayann Yk tov Oeo. O avOpwmog mov
goxetat oé emapn né 1o Ayo ITvevpa mAnoovtat pé m xaen tov Oeov, katavoetl T OEAN UL
Touv katl yivetay katd tov dylo BaoiAelo, «mvevuatopopoc». Awxkptvel tic apetéc kat tig
apagrties, amo@evyel Td AvTNEA kal dvoadgeota Kal EVOLVAUWVETAL Y&k V& AywvioOel
TeQLOOOTEQO Kal kaAvTepa otV kaOnueovr] Tov Cwr). O avOpwmog oL yevetal ) dwoed
tov Avyiov Ilvebuatog, HmOEEL VA AVTIHETWTOEL DdLOKOAlEG TOU TOL  @alvovtal
avurtéopAntec, kabwge 1 Xdots tov Ayiov ITvevpatog diwyxvel v aloBnon tov @ofov, katl
tov Ponda va Dmepvikroet Tig dduvvapleg kal T madn tov, 1) 0¢ TaENyopia oL TEOOPEQEL
elval ovvexT|G, ApoL pével pall pag «eic Tov alovar.

Ayannrot pov &deAgol,

T6 Ayio Ivevpa v fuépa g Ievinrkootng éokrvwoe did mavtog otrv ExkkAnoia tov
Avaotdvtoc Kupiov, yia va v kaOayidoel kal va v dvadeifel mnyn owmneiag. Méoa oé
avt] ™ AaumEn kal €VEEOCLVO TAVI)YLOT] HAS kKaAel onueoa 1) ExkAnola va
npooevxnbovue petd PoOPov katl «kAivavtec td yovata» va C(ntrjoovpe eVAaPkd &md tov
K¥o16 pag Tnoov Xpwoto va oteidel tov IapdrAnto, 16 Iavayio Avtov ITvevua, o [vevua
¢ aAnOelag, Yk va meplovoel, va pwrtioel, va aytdoet tic Puxég pag kat va otneiet tig
KAQOLEG pag otV adAn0ewx, 6Twe mepLéAovoe kat pwtioe v Nuéoa g Ieviniootng tovg
Ayitovg Avtov Mabntég kat AtootoAovg kal «Ot" avT@v» OAN TV olkovpévn.

Q¢ mvevpatkog oag matépag, evxopat 6A0Bepua 6 Kivglog Nuwv Tnoovg Xowotdg va
TIEOO@EQEL TAOVOLA T1) XAQET Kal TOV pwTiopnd tov Ayiov ITvevuatog ot L) pag, oTe va
Hac ewtiCet, va pag kaBodnyet, va pag delyvel mavtote v AANOeix xaplCovtag pag v
TOALTIOON TN cwTnEia. Ag ayarmroovpe kat &g épmiotevbovpe 16 Iavdyio ITvevua, Covtag
™V mapovoia Tov otd pvotowx ¢ ExkAnotlacg, dedpevol mpog tov @uravOowmo Iatéoa
«10 Ilvevpua oov 10 dylov, un avtavéins ap’ Nuav».

Meta natowav evxwv kal g év Kvolw aydmnng

O MHTPOIIOAITHX
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